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AMERICA’S PARADE: HONOR AND REMEMBER

T
he United War 
Veterans Council 
proudly presents 
America’s Pa-
rade, on Veterans 
Day in New York 
City. For over 

nine decades, New York 
has led the nation in ob-

observed in 1919 to com-
memorate the Armistice 
that ended World War I 
one year earlier (11:00 AM, 
November 11, 1918). 

America’s Parade con-
tinues the traditions of the 
New York City Veterans 
Day Parade, the largest cel-
ebration of service in the 
nation. The Parade attracts 
twenty thousand partici-
pants from over 30 states 
and over half of a million 
live spectators. This year’s 
event will be broadcast 
PIX11 will provide full 
coverage of the parade 
from 12-3pm, on-site from 
Fifth Avenue. PIX11 will 
air a 60-minute parade 
recap special on Sunday, 

November 15.  In addition, 
the live TV broadcast will 
be streamed on the internet 
at Military.com, reaching a 
global audience.  

As always, the Parade 
will also offer the public 
the opportunity to salute 
our currently serving mili-
tary members of all service 
branches, many of whom 
are themselves veterans of 
Iraq, Afghanistan and oth-
er deployments around the 
world. This year, we salute 
the United States Navy as 
our featured service, and 
welcome to town the USS 
New York and its crew and 
Marine complement.

The parade features over 
20,000 participants, includ-
ing veterans of all eras, ac-
tive duty military, ROTC 
and JROTC units, civic 
and youth groups, all ac-
companied by our nation’s 
best high school marching 
bands. Floats, military and 
vintage vehicles and other 
special contingents add to 
the spectacle and excite-

ment of the parade, which 
will be viewed live by over 
half a million spectators. 

The Grand Marshal for 
this year’s event is Rob-
ert Morgenthau, longtime 
Manhattan District Attor-
ney and U.S. Navy veteran 
of World War II.  Repre-
senting the U.S. Navy as 
Honorary Grand Marshals 
are Secretary of the Navy 
Ray Mabus and Master 

Navy (MCPON) Mike 
Stevens.  In addition, our 
Honorary Marshals are 
legendary TV producer 
Norman Lear (U.S. Army 
Air Corps veteran of World 
War II) and Lieutenant 
General Richard Mills (Re-
tired), former Commander 
of Marine Force reserve.

The day starts with our 
traditional Opening Cere-
mony at the Eternal Light 
Monument in Madison 
Square Park. This cere-
mony of remembrance 
features remarks by the 

special guests and key 
sponsors, as well as music 
by the West Point Band. 
The ceremony culminates 

salute and “Taps.”
At approximately 11:15 

AM, the parade begins, 
proceeding up Fifth Av-
enue from 26th Street to 
52nd street. The route pass-
es such famous landmarks 
as the Empire State Build-
ing, the New York Public 
Library, St. Patrick’s Cathe-
dral and Rockefeller Plaza.   
At the end of the Parade 
route (53rd Street between 
Madison & 6th Avenues) a 
NYC street fair will featur-
ing a special Veterans Vil-
lage section.

On behalf of New York 
City’s veterans, we wel-
come you to America’s 
Parade, and invite you to 
stand with us as we honor 
our veterans!

PASSING THE TORCH: A New Generation of Leaders at UWVC

A
s the United War 
Veterans Coun-
cil (producers 
of America’s 
Parade) begins 
preparations for 
the 100th anni-

versary of Veterans Day 
in 2019, the organization 
has begun an intergener-
ational transition, from its 
Vietnam-era leadership to 
Post-9/11 veterans.  

“Though it originated in 
the 1800s, the UWVC we 
know today was re-activat-

ed by a committed group of 
Vietnam Veterans in 1985,” 
said Vince McGowan, 
founding president of the 
organization.  “It’s now 
time to turn the reins over 
to a new generation of ad-
vocates”

Stepping in as incoming 
President is Dan McSwee-
ney, a New York City na-
tive, U.S. Marine Corps 
veteran (Iraq) and long-
time UWVC Advisory 
Council member.  Former-
ly managing director of 

the SS United States Con-
servancy’s Redevelopment 
Project, McSweeney leads 
an infusion of youth into 
the UWVC’s leadership, 
which has also expanded 
its board to include several 
other veterans of Iraq and 
Afghanistan.

“It’s a distinct honor to 
be working with UWVC, a 
leading voice for veterans 
in New York and increas-
ingly, across the country,” 
said McSweeney.  “The 
potential to develop and 

advance programs that can 
provide positive impacts 
to vets and their families 
is vast and I’m committed 
to helping this storied or-
ganization reach greater 
heights in the future.”

Incoming UWVC President 
Dan McSweeney and Founding 

President Vince McGowan
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HISTORY

Show our veterans how much 
we value their service.
Show our veterans how much 

Get involved. Visit veterans.com.

FROM THE GREATEST GENERATION 
TO THE LATEST GENERATION,

LET’S SUPPORT OUR VETS!
©
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GREETINGS FROM COMMISSIONER LOREE SUTTON, MD
V e t e r -

ans’ Day 
. . . Once 
a year, at 
the 11th 
hour of the 
11th day 
of the 11th 

month, Americans take 
time to celebrate the service 
of those men and women 
who, throughout the histo-
ry of our nation, have taken 
the oath to preserve, pro-
tect and defend the Consti-
tution of the United States 
of America.

Veterans’ Affairs (MOVA), 
every day is Veterans’ Day.  
Under the leadership of 
Mayor Bill de Blasio, Team 
MOVA is honored to live 
our gratitude for New York 
City veterans and their 
families every day of the 

year.  At MOVA, our mis-
sion is to improve the lives 
of our 225,000 veterans and 
their loved ones – span-
ning all of the boroughs, 
all generations of veterans, 
all components—active, re-
serve, and national Guard 
members, and all services. 

Since assuming duties 
as MOVA Commissioner 
in September 2014, MOVA 
has truly been on the move 
. . . And, as of last month, 
I am delighted to inform 
you that we have actually 

complex – come visit us 
at the David N. Dinkins 
Municipal Building on 

Street.  As we continue to 
build our team (thanks to 
the support of the Mayor 
and the Speaker), MOVA 
is growing from its histor-

ic ‘squad’ level of support 
to its unprecedented City-
wide full team of capable 
and committed profession-
als . . . 2016 is truly set to be 
a banner year!

Lastly, we are delighted 
that so many are able to 
join us for the New York 
City Veterans’ Day Parade 
. . . Please join us also in a 
moment of tribute to our 
beloved fallen comrade, 
Pat Gualtieri, whose leg-
endary vision, wit, per-
spicacity and heart truly 
transformed our parade 
into America’s Parade . . . 
Rest in peace, Brother. 

Loree Sutton, MD
Brig General, US Army (Ret.)
Commissioner, NYC Mayor’s 
Office of Veterans’ Affairs

SALUTING NYC VETER-
ANS! Connecting veter-
ans with resources

We Have Moved! Visit Us 

City of New York

Veterans’ Affairs

One Centre Street, 
22nd Floor, Suite 2208
New York, N.Y.  10007
(212) 416-5250  

Web: nyc.gov/veterans 
Twitter: @NYCveterans

THE UNITED WAR VETERANS COUNCIL
America’s Parade is pro-
duced by the United 
War Veterans Council, a 

-
ed to mobilizing our com-
munities to honor, support 
and serve America’s veter-
ans. UWVC is dedicated to 
ensuring that the public al-
ways embraces its commit-
ment to provide all veter-
ans and their families with 
the care, recognition and 
opportunities they have 
rightfully earned.

It works to achieve this 
goal by supporting and 
promoting a wide range 
of initiatives that provide 
vital services to our veter-
ans community, including 
health, education, em-

ployment, housing, men-
tal wellness, and family 
counseling, raising positive 
awareness and increase un-
derstanding of the needs 
of our veterans, military 
service members and their 
families through major 
public events and promo-
tional activities, and unit-
ing veterans groups, com-
munity organizations, city, 
state and federal agencies, 
local businesses, major cor-
porations and the general 
public behind efforts to 
serve veterans of all eras.

Originally founded by 
veterans of the War of 1812, 
the current United War 
Veterans Council was re-
activated in 1985 to revive 

NYC’s traditions of honor-
ing and serving its veter-
ans. Throughout the 1980s 
and 1990s, the UWVC 
provided much-needed 
services to the veterans 
community, including 
opening Borden Avenue 
veteran’s shelter, hosting 
regular “Stand-Down” 
outreach events, and oth-
er initiatives. In addition, 

then massively expanding 
the traditional New York 
City Veterans Day Parade 
(this year’s “America’s 
Parade”), UWVC ensured 
that the veterans commu-
nity would always possess 
a highly visible platform 
for receiving recognition 

and raising awareness. 
Today UWVC continues 
and expands on its work 
to provide services to New 
York City’s veterans while 
serving as a spotlight and 
loudspeaker for the vet-
erans community across 
the country. It is current-
ly working to engage and 
integrate the latest gener-
ation of veterans, ensur-
ing that it will continue 
to serve veterans and the 
broader community for 
years to come.

HONORING SERVICE
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HBO 
PROUDLY 
SALUTES 

OUR VETERANS AND 
ACTIVE MILITARY 
PERSONNEL
2015 VETERANS DAY PARADE

©2015 Home Box Office, Inc. All rights reserved.  
HBO® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc.
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AMERICA’S PARADE
Honoring the past, looking to the future

T
his Veterans Day, 
(Wednesday, No-
vember 11) the 
United War Veter-
ans Council will 
once again pres-
ent America’s Pa-

rade – our nation’s largest 
celebration of service.  

The Parade carries on the 
traditions of the New York 
City Veterans Day Parade, 

which in turn traces its 
roots back to earlier pa-
rades organized by veter-
ans of the American Revo-
lution and the War of 1812.  
These marches took place 
each year on November 25, 
which was celebrated as 
Evacuation Day, celebrat-
ing the departure of Brit-
ish occupying forces from 
New York City and General 
George Washington’s tri-
umphant return in 1783.

The tradition of celebrat-
ing our veterans on Novem-
ber 11 began in 1919, with 

Armistice Day celebrations 
marking the end of World 
War One.   The “War to End 
All Wars” had ended a year 
earlier, on the eleventh hour 
of the eleventh day of the 
eleventh month. 

Following World War 
II, the return of millions of 
new veterans led to Armi-
stice Day becoming Veter-
ans Day, a national obser-
vance honoring veterans of 
all eras. 

However, by the 1970s 
and 1980s, the Parade and 
other events honoring ser-
vice experienced a severe 
decline in public support, 
due in large part to the fall-
out from the controversial 
war in Vietnam.  

“I remember, one year, 
it was so small, we would 
even stop at the stoplights,” 
recalls Paul Bucha, a Viet-
nam veteran and Medal of 
Honor recipient.  “It didn’t 
even look like a parade.  

Just a bunch of guys walk-
ing down the street.”

As the traditional orga-
nizers of the Parade retired 
or moved out of New York 
City, the Parade came per-
ilously close to collapse.  In 
response, a group of Viet-
nam Veterans relaunched 
the United War Veterans 
Council (UWVC) in the late 
1980’s to rescue the Parade. 
Since then, the UWVC has 
restored the Parade to its 
rightful prominence in the 
community, and set it on a 
path to success.

“Through the Parade, 
New York City has come to 
be known as a centerpiece 
for honoring service, and 
the UWVC has helped lead 
that effort,” said Founding 
President Vince McGowan. 

growth of the Parade was 
longtime Executive Direc-
tor Pat Gualtieri.  Before he 
passed away earlier in July, 

Gualtieri and his fellow 
Vietnam veterans helped 
lay the foundation for the 
Parade’s future sustainabil-
ity.

This year, a new genera-
tion of veterans has stepped 
forward to take leadership 
of the Parade.  These post-
9/11 veterans are working 
together with veterans of 
past eras, civilian volun-
teers, government agencies 
and corporate partners, to 
make sure that the Parade 
continues to set the stan-
dard for honoring service 
for years to come.

“We’re standing on the 
shoulders of giants, and 
we’re eager to take what 
they’ve built and grow 
it even more,” said Dan 
McSweeney, incoming 
President and Iraq veteran. 
“As we approach the 100th 
anniversary of Veterans 
Day, it’s our turn to take 
stewardship of this insti-
tution and make it even an 
even better platform for 
honoring our veterans and 
keeping the public’s atten-
tion on those who serve.”

As custodian of the Parade, the United War Vetearns  
Council has grown it into a public institution that reminds  
Americans of the debt we owe our veterans and military



8 AMERICA’S PARADEFORWARD MARCH

ROBERT M. MORGENTHAU
GRAND MARSHAL 
U.S. NAVY, WORLD WAR II

F o r m e r 
Man hat tan 
District At-
torney Rob-
ert Morris 
Morgenthau 
has devoted 

his life to the service of his 
nation and community.

A New York City na-
tive, Morgenthau joined 
the Navy after graduating 
from Amherst College in 
1941. He served through-
out World War II aboard 
destroyers in multiple the-
aters, rising to the rank of 
Lieutenant Commander.

Mr. Morgenthau was 

Navigator aboard the USS 
Lansdale when it was tor-
pedoed and sunk by Ger-
man aircraft while pro-
tecting a convoy. He then 
served as the Executive Of-

USS Harry F. Bauer, a new 
destroyer assigned to sup-
port the Iwo Jima and Oki-
nawa invasions. That ship 
was both torpedoed and 
hit by a 550-pound bomb 
that failed to explode. The 
ship’s crew received a Pres-
idential Unit Citation for its 
conduct during the Okina-
wa campaign.

After World War II, Mr. 
Morgenthau graduated 
from Yale Law School and 
entered private practice in 
New York City. He began 
his career as a prosecutor 
in 1961 when he accepted 
an appointment from Pres-
ident John F. Kennedy, a 
boyhood friend, as Unit-
ed States Attorney for the 
Southern District of New 
York.

During his eight-year 
tenure, Mr. Morgenthau 
was widely acclaimed for 
his prosecutions of cas-
es involving tax fraud, 
organized crime, and 
white-collar crime. He also 
established a special unit to 
investigate securities fraud 
and prosecuted bribery 

IRS attorneys, and accoun-
tants.

After a few years in pri-
vate practice and an un-
successful campaign as the 
Democratic nominee for 
governor of New York, Mr. 
Morgenthau was elected 
Manhattan’s district attor-
ney in 1974.   Mr. Morgen-
thau, who was 55 when he 
was elected, held that po-
sition through nine terms 
until his retirement in late 
2009.

As district attorney, 
Morgenthau continued his 
reputation as a staunch 

white-collar crime. He also 
left a legacy of training 
many who served as assis-

81 who have gone on to be-
come judges.

Mr. Morgenthau is the 
father of seven children 
and is married to Lucinda 
Franks.  He will be joined 
at this year’s parade by 
some of his World War II 
shipmates.

2015 AMERICA’S PARADE 
HONORARY COMMITTEE 

THE ORIGIN OF VETERANS DAY
On the 11th hour of 
the 11th day of the 11th 
month of 1918, an Armi-
stice was declared be-
tween the Allied nations 
and Germany, ending 
World War I, then known 
as “the Great War.” 

A year later, President 
Woodrow Wilson pro-
claimed November 11 as 

On November 11, 1921, 
-

can soldier killed in the 
war was buried at Ar-
lington National Ceme-
tery;; Congress declared 
the day a federal holiday. 

In 1926, Congress 
passed a resolution call-
ing for the President to 
issue an annual procla-
mation marking Armi-
stice Day, and 27 states 
had made November 11 

a legal holiday. In 1938 
Armistice Day was de-
clared a legal Federal 
holiday.

World War II (1941-45) 
saw more than 16 million 
Americans serve in the 
military;; 5.7 million more 
served in the Korean War 
(1950-53). In 1954, Pres-
ident Dwight D. Eisen-
hower signed legislation 
renaming Armistice Day 
to “Veterans Day,” hon-
oring American veterans 
of all wars.

After a brief period 
during which Veterans 
Day was set as the fourth 
Monday in October, In 
1975, President Gerald 
R. Ford signed a new law 
returning the observa-
tion of Veterans Day to 
November 11th, where it 
has remained ever since.

Grand Marshals and Marshals (See bios at right)
* * *

Bruce Mosler Chairman, Global Brokerage, Cushman & 

James Cummings Managing Director, Chief Security 

Dr. Libby O'Connell Chief Historian Emeritus, A+E 
Networks
Wendy McClinton CEO/President, Black Veterans For 
Social Justice
Harvey Bagg Chairman, United War Veterans Council
Doug McGowan Board Member, UWVC
Jim DeVary Board Member, UWVC

(as of press time)
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RAY MABUS
HONORARY GRAND MARSHAL 
SECRETARY OF THE NAVY 

Ray Ma-
bus is the 
75th United 
States Sec-
retary of the 
Navy, the 
longest to 

serve as leader of the Navy 
and Marine Corps since 
World War I.

As Secretary, Mabus 
has improved the quality 
of life of Sailors, Marines 
and their families;; de-
creased the Department’s 
dependence on fossil fuels;; 
strengthened partnerships;; 
and increased the size of 

Before his appointment 
to Secretary, Mabus served 
as Governor of Mississippi 

from 1988-1992, the young-

more than 150 years. He 
was Ambassador to the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
from 1994-1996 and later 
was Chairman and CEO of 
a manufacturing company.

Secretary Mabus is a 
native of Ackerman, Mis-
sissippi, and received a 
Bachelor’s Degree from the 
University of Mississippi, 
a Master’s Degree from 
Johns Hopkins University, 
and a Law Degree from 
Harvard Law School. Af-
ter Johns Hopkins, Mabus 
served in the Navy as an 

USS Little Rock.

MCPON MIKE D. STEVENS
HONORARY GRAND MARSHAL 
MASTER CHIEF PETTY OFFICER OF THE NAVY 

M a s t e r 
Chief Petty 

Navy Mike 
D. Stevens 
was born 
and raised 

in Montana. He graduated 
from Arlee High School in 
May 1983 and immediately 
entered the U.S. Navy.

Stevens advanced to 
-

cer in October 2002. He 
served a number of oper-
ational tours, including as 
the 16th Fleet Master Chief 
for Commander, U.S. Fleet 
Forces Command.

Stevens’ academic 
achievements include a 
Bachelor of Science from 

Excelsior College;; Harvard 
John F. Kennedy School of 
Government;; and the Na-
tional Defense University 
Keystone course.  

Personal awards include 
the Legion of Merit, Meri-
torious Service Medal (four 
awards), Navy Commen-

Navy Achievement Med-
al (six awards), the Coast 
Guard Achievement Med-
al with operational “O”, 
Enlisted Aviation Warfare 
Specialist Insignia, and 
Enlisted Naval Aircrew 
Wings.

Stevens became the 13th 

of the Navy on September 
28, 2012.

NORMAN LEAR
HONORARY MARSHAL 
U.S. ARMY AIR CORPS, WORLD WAR II 

N o r m a n 
Lear has en-
joyed a long 
career in tel-
evision and 

a political 
and social activist and phi-
lanthropist.

Mr. Lear served in the 
U.S. Army Air Corps 
during World War II as a 
radio operator/gunner on 

combat missions, receiving 
the Air Medal with four 
Oak Leaf Clusters.

Mr. Lear began his televi-
sion career in 1950.  In 1970, 
he created All in the Family 
for CBS. The groundbreak-
ing show earned four 

Emmy Awards, a Peabody 
Award, and spawned mul-
tiple other hit shows.

In 1999, President Clin-
ton bestowed the National 
Medal of Arts on Mr. Lear, 
noting that “[he] has held 
up a mirror to American 
society and changed the 
way we look at it.” 

Mr. Lear has founded 
-

zations promoting citizen-
ship and other causes. 

In October 2014 he pub-
lished his memoir, Even 
This I Get To Experience.

Mr. Lear is married to 
Lyn Davis Lear and lives in 
Los Angeles, California. He 
has six children and four 
grandchildren.

LTGEN RICHARD MILLS (RET’D)
HONORARY MARSHAL 
FORMER COMMANDER, MARINE FORCES RESERVE 

L i e u t e n -
ant Gen-
eral Rich-
ard Mills 
( R e t i r e d ) 
r e c e n t l y 
c o n c l u d e d 

a long and distinguished 
career in the U.S. Marine 
Corps.

A native of Hunting-
ton, New York, Lieutenant 
General Mills served in a 
wide range of commands 
in the Marines, including 
with 26th Marine Expedi-
tionary Unit (Special Op-
erations Capable) (MEU 
SOC) in operations off Bos-
nia and Somalia. 

He then commanded the 
24th MEU (SOC) during 

Operations Joint Guardian 
and Enduring Freedom, 
and as part of Task Force 
Tarawa. He then served in 
Europe before command-
ing 1st Marine Division. He 
deployed to Iraq as Com-
mander, Ground Combat 
Element, Multi-National 
Forces – West, then to Af-
ghanistan where he was 

-

NATO forces in combat.
In August 2013, Lieu-

tenant General Mills as-
sumed command of Ma-
rine Forces Reserve and 
Marine Forces North.  He 
retired from the United 
States Marine Corps in 
September 2015.
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 Limit one (1) Clover Station, Clover Mobile or Clover Mini option per client.

*With a current payment processing agreement. Offers available through participating processors only.

**Offers good for veterans and military spouses whose status has been validated by ID.me

***Free processing offer applies only to transactions processed on the Federal holiday of Veterans Day, 11/11/2015, between 12:01 AM Eastern Time and 11:59 PM Eastern Time. Rebate will appear on the merchant statement up to 60 days after it is 
applied, and will be given for qualifying transaction processing fees. Monthly processing fees, chargebacks, billbacks, fines, and disputed transactions are expressly excluded from rebate eligibility. Minimum processing fees may apply to this offer.

Clover, Perka and Payeezy offers begin on 12:01 AM Eastern Time 6/4/2015 and expire 11:59 PM Eastern Time 12/31/2015, and are subject to change without notice. Promotion may be not retroactively applied. 

Clover, Perka and Payeezy offers cannot be combined with any other offers or discounts. Processing rate must be within Clover guideline. Matching of competitive rates that are below the Clover guideline will not be considered for this promotion.

© 2015 First Data Corporation. All rights reserved. All trademarks, service marks and trade names referenced in this material are the property of their respective owners.

First Data Salutes  
Veterans With an  
Exclusive FREE Offer.

90627  07-2015 NaVOBA

Learn more about  First Data solutions for small business  
and our special offers for veterans and military spouses  
at firstdata.com/veterans-offer or by calling (888) 265-4181.

Grow your business with  
FREE Clover® Mini or Clover Mobile
As a veteran, you’ve got drive, tenacity and discipline—traits that will make  
your business successful. First Data is proud to offer veterans and military spouses  
a variety of small business solutions designed to support your success. 

Running your business is more than a full time job. First Data makes managing  
your business easier with innovative solutions for everything from tracking inventory  
and managing employees to building lasting customer relationships and securely 
accepting all types of payments. 

If you are a veteran or a military spouse, come learn how Clover can help you grow your 
business.** With Clover, you can do more, know more, and sell more—more easily.

FREE processing on Veterans Day. 
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“IF YOU HAVEN’T GOT PURPOSE, YOU’VE GOT NOTHING”
The veterans community says farewell to a Parade icon

O
n July 21, 2015, 
New York City’s 
veterans com-
munity lost our 
longtime col-
league and dear 
friend Patrick 

“Pat” Gualtieri.
Pat was instrumental in 

bringing the United War 
Veterans Council  and the 
NYC Veterans Day Parade 
(America’s Parade) to the 
level of prominence they 
currently enjoy.  In doing 
so, he helped veterans ev-
erywhere have a greater 
public voice in New York 
City and across America.

Born and raised in 
Brooklyn, Pat served in the 
U.S. Army from 1966-68, 
including a one-year tour 
in Vietnam during the Tet 
Offensive.  

He once described ly-
ing in the jungle watching 
as an American gunship, 

-
namese during Tet.  “I had 
mixed feelings, happy to be 
alive, yet saddened that so 
many would die.”  

After a career in event 
production in Los Ange-
les, Pat returned to New 
York City in 2000 to help 
organize the struggling 
Veterans Day Parade.  
As executive director of 
the United War Veterans 
Council, producers of the 
parade, he helped build the 
annual event into Amer-
ica’s Parade, the largest 
celebration of service in the 
nation.  

The parade now includes 
more than 20,000 partic-
ipants, with hundreds of 

thousands of spectators 
lining Fifth Avenue on No-
vember 11, a TV broadcast, 
and nationwide internet 
stream.

“The veterans commu-
nity mourns the loss of 
a giant, who devoted his 
life to honoring those who 
served,” said Vincent Mc-
Gowan, founding pres-
ident of the United War 
Veterans Council.  “Pat’s 
boundless energy and un-

drive our efforts to shape a 
world-class effort to honor 
service on November 11 
and every day of the year.”

Yet Pat’s legacy can also 
be felt on a smaller, inti-
mate  scale, in his thou-
sands of individual inter-
actions with veterans and 
civilians alike.  To those 

who had served, he was 
an tireless advocate and 
loudspeaker for their is-
sues and stories.  For those 
who had never worn a uni-
form, he was an inspiring 
leader who welcomed and 
encouraged their efforts to 
give back to our veterans 
and military.

We salute Pat, we re-
member him, and we hon-
or him by building on the 
foundation he helped lay, 
this year and every year to 
come. 

Longtime Parade Executive Director Patrick Gualtieri (1945 ~ 2015)  
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Patrick L. Gualtieri, a member of New York 

This   tribute   originally   appeared   in   the   VVA   Veteran  

 

 

REMEMBERING PATRICK L. GUALTIERI
By Marleen “Molly” Levi

A Vietnam Veteran you were 
Always wearing your Vietnam hat 
Many thanks now warmly given 
“Welcome Home” we say with that.

You touched the lives of many 
With your guidance, grit and care 
That special smile you wore 
Engaged so much fanfare!

With purpose and passion you gave 
An outstretched, helping hand 
To veterans, family and friends 
You were ‘our’ marching band!

With so much pride and pleasure 
Event production was your game 
Many moving parts to manage 
You did well – with Parade acclaim.  

With creative vision, spirit and style 
Finding ways to ‘make it all work’ 
Not accepting ‘no’ for an answer 
Just one of your little quirks!

A ‘people’ person you were 
With a warm and friendly style 
A ‘ham & cheese’ for sure 
You could stay - talk for a while!

You raised the bar for allSuch a legacy 
you leave behind 
We’ll forever honor your memory 
You were uniquely one of a kind!

                     *  *  *  *
We live… we love… we remember

Your memory will forever be inscribed

A life with meaning, will always be…

- In loving memory with tears in my heart 
Your Molly
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MORE MEMORIES OF PAT
Pat with his dedication to his 
fellow vets, revitalized the strug-
gling NYC parade. Coming up 5th 
Ave, you can see his work of art: 
the largest celebration of mili-
tary service in the Nation . Pat, 
we salute you, we miss you , we 
thank you, we will always remem-
ber you - Bill Nelson
Pat was a true titan from our vet 
community. Pat Gualtieri was a 
NYC warrior, legend, mentor - 
Paul Rieckhoff
I never considered myself a vet-
eran till I met Pat. I will always 
miss him. I know he is up there 
looking down on us as we prepare 
for this year ’s parade. We will do 
it r ight, Pat! - Jeff Swansen
The first time I met Pat I told I him 
I was a veteran, and he was so ex-
cited to have me working for the 
2014 season of America’s Parade. 
It was a treat to deliver results to 
Pat. He always responded with “I 
love it.” - Todd Hillerich
Pat Was A Great Friend And Hard 
Worker. He was My Brother Viet-
nam vet. May He R.I.P. - Big Joe
As President of the NYSC/ V VA, 
we will miss Pat very much. A big 
man with a bigger heart. Rest our 
friend and fellow Veteran. - Ned 
D. Foote
Pat Gualtieri was the face, mov-
er and shaker behind the NYC 
Veteran’s Day Parade - Martin P. 
Edelman
Pat was sent from the West Coast 
back to the East Coast on a “Mis-
sion from God”. He not only re-
vitalized the NYC Veteran’s Day 
Parade but gave inspiration to all 
- Jean Papazian
Pat was an American hero and 
will never be forgotten. He stood 
for all that was right in this great 
country. He was there for “Be a 
hero-Hire a Hero” like no oth-
er partner, he was a man of his 
word. - Jeff Klare
Pats gentle nature was a refresh-
ing change in these times of ours. 
My only regret was I wasn’t able 
to spend more time with him. 
Love u Pat! Hope all your broth-
ers in heaven welcomed you like 

u did for us!  - Robert Sweeney
He kept us focused on the goal 
of making sure that the Veterans 
knew that we remembered them, 
that we never forget why we are 
honoring their sacrif ice. He was 
truly larger than life - Ann Marie 
Colletti
Pat had one of the biggest hearts 
of anyone I have ever met. He 
would call Christmas Eve and 
say ‘ ’I love you buddy, thanks 
for all you do for our Veterans’’. 
We all loved you too Pat. - Philip 
Forchelli
My father Al was Pat ’s friend 
and always described him as an 
exceptional person. Pat and oth-
er members of UW VC made up a 
beautiful video of my father and 
helped ease our pain when we 
lost him. I will always be honored 
by the tribute that he gave my fa-
ther. - Janice Maher
I will miss those text messages 
with happy notes and well wishes 
on every holiday. You always put 
a smile on my face and I always 
shared these happy notes with 
my daughter and she always said 
what a sweet man. - Griselda 
Garcia
Pat was always very encour-
aging and uplif ting! He even 
once called me when I was away 
on duty just to check on me. I 
couldn’t believe with all he had 
on his plate he would remember a 
lit tle private like me. I ’ll remem-
ber him always!!! - Sgt. Cynthia 
Chamble
To a man who truly made more 
dif ference in my life then any 
other, my Champion and forever 
friend, “Fair Winds and Follow-
ing Seas Dear Friend” - Kathryn 
T Cross
Pat was a warm and loving Human 
being. To me Pat was a Veteran’s 
Veteran. He will be truly missed 
in the Veterans community! R.I.P. 
Pat. - David E. Jenkins Jr.
Pat was an immediate supporter 
of our Woodside events: a 9/11 
candlelight vigil at Doughboy 
Park and Memorial Day event 
with all the Veteran organiza-
tions. He was a good man and it 

was an honor to work alongside. 
- Adrian Bordoni
Pat inspired me to volunteer at 
the Veteran’s Day Parade. I am 
proud to volunteer to be part of 
Pat ’s legacy, America’s Parade. - 
Jerry Chin
Whenever I was in the company of 
this f ine man I knew that for him 
it was never “about himself” but 
always about how he could be of 
help to others. TAPS were played 
and this warrior now makes heav-
en a bit safer ! - Bob Raphael
Pat was so understanding that 
veterans have families who need 
support as well, which was why 
he welcomed participation by 
groups like ours in America’s Pa-
rade. We were honored to know 
him and hope that his memory 
lives on - Joyce Raezer
When I met Pat I was unsure of 
my role and whether I would be 
of any good to the veterans com-
munity. Pat was able to spot the 
insecurity with one look and took 
me aside. I ’ll never forget the 
calm that swept over me once he 
started schooling me. #mentor - 
Oswaldo Pereira
I fondly remember Pat ’s “hey, 
kid!” each time I walked into the 
office – his warmth was incom-
parable. He was so excited about 
the parade that he assigned me 
homework: I was to go home and 
watch the DVD of last year ’s pa-
rade and provide him with feed-
back. Even I mattered to Pat – no 
voice too small - Jake Levin
I will never forget how Pat and 
staff treated me. My life was full 
of uncertainties in 2010.  Vol-
unteering at the UW VC office 
helped me to stand on my own 
two feet again - nothing will keep 
me away this year!!! Pat you are 
always in my thoughts. God Bless 
you - Robert Benedetto
Our prayers for the soul of a man 
who never understood that “he 
could not do” what he had set as 
a goal. He inspired a strong team 
and together they accomplished 
the restoration of honoring the 
service of our fellow citizens in 
the military and their families - 
Josephine Mahaney
Pat was a dear friend but more 
than that, and inspiration to the 
one thousand Nav y Junior ROTC 

cadets I instructed for 16 years. 
Our D.C. trips to the war memo-
rials and military bases will stay 
with them forever. He will be 
remember - and loved - Robert 
Skibar
My first encounter with Pat was a 
few weeks after I came back from 
deployment in Kuwait, the UW VC 
was having their holiday party, I 
walked the halls of the 8th f loor 
and who do I see was this big ted-
dy bear of a guy none other the 
Pat! You will be missed! - Annette 
Tucker Osborne
I cherish all my memories of Pat. 
He made us all feel special, need-
ed, and appreciated.I will miss 
his encouragement. He had a 
heart of gold. His dedication and 
hard work was seen by everyone. 
I will be forever grateful. I am 
one fortunate civilian - Michelle 
DellaFave
Pat gave me my first Vietnam 
Veteran hat.  Also he was such 
a great supporter of my doing 
the Crispin Day speech -- or as 
Pat called it the Band of Broth-
ers speech. He helped me to be 
a greater part of the veterans 
community. God Bless you Pat! - 
Brian Delate
Pat was a gentle soul and an ex-
tremely giving and kind-hearted 
individual; he didi everything he 
could and then gave more for the 
veteran community.  Pat was one 
in a million.  I miss him and think 
about him when I put the lime in 
the cocount (he’s smiling at this 
one) - Susan Shaw
Pat, a good friend for several 
years, would do anything for a 
veteran, his family and friends. 
He was a hero in my book.  RIP my 
friend - Kevin P Matthews
One of my greatest blessings was 
being Pat ’s Deputy Director for 
the 25th Anniversary Vietnam 
Veterans Wall Parade in Wash. 
D.C. It was a distinct privilege 
in honor & memory of my brother 
Stephen killed in Vietnam. It is a 
“HUGE” loss to not have Pat, but 
I can hear him say “the parade 
must go on!” - Vicki Miano
A place at our table; a place in our 
hearts.  - The Crapanzano Family
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America’s Parade is the centerpiece of New York City’s 
third annual Veterans Week.  Events throughout the city 
provide valuable information and resources to our vet-
erans and highlight NYC’s commitment to those who 
serve.  The following events were submitted as of press 
time;; for updates, visit americasparade.org/vetsweek.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3
TED TALKS LIVE - WAR & PEACE (7:30-9:30pm) • 
Feat. Sebastian Junger, Hector Garcia, Adam Driver and 
Simon Sinek;; Free for Vets, 50% off for military • Town 
Hall, 123 W 43rd St, NY, NY • www.nycveteransalli-
ance.org/ted_talks_live

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5
GOT YOUR 6 STORYTELLERS (8:30-10:30a) • Pres-
entations by veteran speakers;; • HBO Theater, 1100 Ave 
of the Americas, NY, NY • www.eventbrite.com/e/got-
your-6-storytellers-nyc-tkts-18895076683
VETERANS JUSTICE SYMPOSIUM (9:30am-
12:30pm) Robin Hood Veterans Initiative • Discussion 
panel of policy makers and veterans • 40 Worth St, NY 
• Audrey Carr acarr@ls-nyc.org 
VETERAN DINNER & FACILITY TOUR (6-8pm) 
North Shore - LIJ Franklin Hospital • Hosted by Exec. 

Military and Veterans Liaison Svcs;; Free, RSVP req’d 
• Shankman Auditorium, 900 Franklin Ave, Valley 
Stream, NY • Helen White 516-256-6461 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6
NY MILITARY AFFAIRS SYMPOSIUM: BATTLE OF 
BRITAIN (7-8:45pm) • Feat. Theodore F. Cook, William 
Paterson University of New Jersey & NYMAS Board;; • 
SSMAC, 283 Lexington Ave, NY, NY • Robert Rowen 
rrowen@nymas.org 718-834-1414 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7
WEST FARMS VETERANS DAY PARADE (9am-3pm) 
• Annual Bronx Veterans Day Parade;; • Vidalia Park, 
951 E 180th St, Bronx, NY • Bronx Veterans Parade Task 
Team TBVPTTinc@aol.com 
Nov 7 (9am-4pm), Nov 8 (9am to 12pm) 
WARRIOR TO SOUL MATE RETREAT (Must attend 
both days.-) • For military/vet couples;; Free, RSVP req’d 
• Northport VA, 79 Middleville Rd, Bldg 200 - Rm A1-5, 
Northport, NY 1 • Juliet Ahl, LCSW 631-261-4400 x5928 
ETERNAL LIGHT MONUMENT CLEANING (10am) 

United War Veterans Council • Cub scouts and youth 
volunteers clean the monument prior to Veterans Day;; • 
Madison Sqr Park, 24th St & 5th Ave, NY, NY 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8
VETERANS CHURCH SERVICE (9:45am) St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral • Catholic Mass for Vets, Military, and Fam-
ily members;; • Open to all, 5th Ave & 51st St, NY, NY  
BKLYN WAR MEMORIAL REVITALIZATION 
(10am-12pm) The Mission Continues • Service pro-
ject to restore the memorial;; • 195 Cadman Plz W, 
Bklyn, NY • www.missioncontinues.org/event/de-
tails?id=a1l400000032qV3AAI
THROGGS NECK VETERANS DAY PARADE (12-
2pm) Honoring Vietnam Vets • 3569 Tremont Ave, 
Bronx, NY
MONTFORD POINT MARINES DINNER DANCE (4-
9pm) Smorgasbord, unlimited drinks, entertainment 
• 
• James Carr 212-267-3318 or 718-579-5566 
USS NY ARRIVAL • Arrival and docking of LPD21

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 9
PROSPER LAUNCH (2pm) • Opening of an incubator 
for Veteran-owned businesses • 20 Jay St, Bklyn, NY 
11201 • prosper.vet
GENERATIONS PANEL (12:40-1:30pm) St. Joseph’s 
College • Panel discussion of vets from all eras;; • , 155 
W Roe Blvd, Patchogue, NY 11772 
SONG WRITING WITH VETERANS (4:30-6pm) Mil-
itary Resilience Project • Series of workshops, with 
Music for All Seasons & Voices of Valor • Anyisa Leon-
ardo aleonardo@milresilience.com 
CRY HAVOC PERFORMANCE (6:30-8:30pm) Bklyn 
Historical Society • One person play interweaving 
Shakespeare and personal experience;; $20/Tkt • 128 
Pierrepont St, Bklyn, NY •facebook.com/cryhavocthe-
play
AITAF ON BROADWAY: LOBBY HERO (8-10pm) • 
Hosted by Adam Driver, staged reading with an all-star 
cast;; Free for vets, military & families • Studio 54, 254 
W 54th St, NY, NY • www.aitaf.org/events/lobby-hero-
new-york-city-2015/
CIGARS & FOOTBALL (8-11pm) Club Macanudo • 

Fund;; $350/tkt • 26 E 63rd St, NY, NY • 35503.thankyou-
4caring.org/cigar-and-football-night-with-tiki-barber
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TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 10
BAND OF PRIDE CONCERT (9am) NYC Group Tours 
& UWVC • Free public concert by high school bands 
from across America, plus the U.S. Navy Fleet Forces 
Band;; • Times Square, NY, NY 
VETERAN EMPLOYMENT SYMPOSIUM & HIRING 
FAIR (7:30am-4:30pm) Veterans on Wall St (VOWS) 
• Hosted by Citi, Deutsche Bank and Goldman Sachs;; 
Free, w. RSVP • Goldman Sachs Conference Center, 200 
W St, NY, NY • Jessica Lightburn vows@ny.email.gs.com 
LIFE OF A SOLDIER (12:40-1:30pm) St. Joseph’s Col-
lege • Hands on exposure to military gear and culture 
for students • 155 W Roe Blvd, Patchogue, NY
STAND UP FOR HEROES (8-11pm) The Bob Wood-
ruff Foundation & the NY Comedy Festivals • 9th An-
nual event;; $100/tkt • Theater at Madison Sqr Garden, 4 
Pennsylvania Ave, NY, NY • bobwoodrufffoundation.
org/sufh/
WE STAND FOR FEMALE VETERANS (8- 10pm) • 

-
ground, 130 W 3rd St, NY, NY • www.westandcomedy.
com/veterans

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 11
VETERANS VILLAGE (9am-6pm) United War Vet-
erans Council • Special St fair section, presented by 
ConEd •  53rd St, btw Mad & 6th Aves, NY, NY 
ETERNAL LIGHT MONUMENT CEREMONY (10-
11am) United War Veterans Council • Traditional cer-
emony prior to America’s Parade • Madison Sqr Park, 
24th St & 5th Ave, NY, NY • americasparade.org
2015 AMERICA’S PARADE - VETERANS DAY - NYC 
(11:15am-3:30pm) United War Veterans Council • 
America’s largest celebration of our veterans • 5th Ave, 
btw 26th St & 52nd St, NY, NY • americasparade.org
VFW ANNUAL VETERANS DAY COMMEMORA-
TION (10:30am-12:30pm) • WWI Memorial, Ocean 
View Cemetery, 3315 Amboy Rd, Staten Is, NY • Lee 
Covino 347-466-0355 
ANNUAL VETERANS DAY CEREMONY (12:40-
1:40pm) St. Joseph’s College • 155 W Roe Blvd, Patcho-
gue, NY
VETERANS UNITY RECEPTION (4-8pm) United War 
Veterans Council • Post-parade reception for veterans 
of all eras;; Free w/ RSVP • Gateway Arts Center, 4 W 
43rd St, NY, NY • unity@americasparade.org 
NYC STANDS FOR THE TROOPS (7-10pm) • Night of 
comedy to raise awareness and funds;; • NY Society for 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12
VETERAN CELEBRATION FAIR (11:30am-2:30pm) 
NYC College of Technology • 300 Jay St, Bklyn, NY 
11201• veterans@citytech.cuny.edu
IAVA HEROES GALA (6:30-9:30pm) • 9th Annual 
event;; honoring Army vet & NFL player Daniel Rod-
riguez;; • Cipriani, 110 E 42nd St, NY, NY • iava.org/
event/heroesgala-2015/
ST. JOSEPH’S COLLEGE MOVIE NIGHT (7-10pm) • 
Memorial Day • 155 W Roe Blvd, Patchogue, NY 
THE VETERAN ARTIST PROGRAM & WILD TUR-
KEY BOURBON PRESENT THE HOME SHOW (7:30-
9:30pm) • Feat. readings, screenings and perfomances 
by profession veteran artists;; • David Rubenstein Atri-
um at Lincoln Center, Broadway & 63rd St, NY, NY 
10023• veteranartistprogram.org
GLORY DENIED PERFORMANCE (7:30-10:30pm) 
• Opera based on experiences of POW Jim Thompson 
(Vietnam);; Free to military, vet discount • St. Peter’s 
Church, 346 W 20th St, NY, NY  

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13
VETERAN BUSINESS AFFAIRS COUNCIL (9-
10:30am) Bklyn Chamber of Commerce • 335 Adams 
St, Ste 2700, Bklyn, NY 
CRY HAVOC (6:30-8:30pm) • See 11/9
THE BLOOD TELEGRAM: NIXON, KISSINGER 
AND A FORGOTTEN GENOCIDE (7pm) • Feat. 
speaker Gary J. Bass, Princeton Univ. • SSMAC, 283 Lex-
ington Ave, NY, NY • rrowen@nymas.org 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14
WOMEN VETERAN WRITERS GROUP (9:30am-
12:30pm) Veterans Legacy & Professors on Wheels • 
Writers group open to all women veterans;; • Suffolk 
County Community College, HSEC Bldg, Rm 237, Brent-
wood, NY • Ina Casali casaliw@sunysuffolk.edu 
GLORY DENIED PERFORMANCE (4-7pm) • See 
11/12
VETERANS READING & WRITING WORKSHOP 
(3-5pm) • Feat. instructor Jeffrey T. Loeb, PhD (USMC, 
Vietnam);; • Bronx Vet Center, 2471 Morris Ave, Suite 1A, 
Bronx, NY • Marco Bongioanni (Mr. B) 718-367-3500 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 16
WOMEN IN SERVICE - UWVC• Details TBA 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17
TALK:WAR OF THE ENCYLOPAEDISTS (7pm-) • 
Discussion with authors;; • Natl Sept 11 Memorial & Mu-
seum, 200 Liberty St, NY, NY
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AMERICA'S PARADE 
THANKS THE

VETERAN STUDENTS, 
FACULTY AND STAFF OF

FOR THEIR ASSISTANCE  
IN PRODUCING  

THIS YEAR'S BROADCAST!
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We stand with the veterans who serve
our country today and every day. And we
acknowledge the sacrifices you and your
family have made in order to serve our country.

That’s why we o!er award-winning support for
veterans and their families.

Find out why we are one of the nation’s top
veteran employers.

Explore our opportunities at
verizon.com/militaryjobs

Courage 
takes 
work.

Verizon is an equal opportunity employer/disability/vet
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(USS) NEW YORK, NEW YORK!
Our city’s namesake ship joins the Secretary of Navy and other 
special guests for America’s Parade and Veterans Week 2015

COURTESY U.S. NAVY

M
ore than 400 
U.S. Navy 
Sailors will 
p a r t i c i p a t e 
in Veterans 
Week NYC 
2015, from 

Nov. 8-13, to honor the 

American veterans.
Sailors from local com-

mands in Manhattan, the 
Bronx, Long Island and 
New Jersey will be joined 
by Secretary of the Navy 
(SECNAV) Ray Mabus;; 
Rear Adm. Cynthia The-
baud, Commander, Ex-
peditionary Strike Group 

TWO;; Master Chief Pet-

(MCPON) Mike D. Ste-
vens, and the captain and 
crew of USS New York 
(LPD 21), who recently re-
turned from deployment 
in the Middle East. 

The San Antonio-class 
amphibious transport 
dock ship contains 7.5 tons 
of steel reclaimed from 
the World Trade Center 
after the attacks on 9/11. 
This will mark the ship’s 
third visit to its namesake 
city since its commission-
ing on Nov. 7, 2009. USS 
New York has a crew of 
360 men and women, and 
can carry up to 700 Ma-

rines and equipment.
Veterans Week NYC 

2015 and America’s Pa-
rade are presented by 
the United War Veterans 
Council to honor the sac-

veterans. America’s Pa-
rade is the largest Veter-
ans Day event in NYC and 
has been held annually 
since 1919.

“It is important for us 
to remember the sacri-

only on Veterans Day, but 
throughout the year. Their 
contribution to the birth, 
growth and future of this 
nation should be recog-
nized and appreciated by 

all,” said Mabus. “Sailors 
and Marines have defend-
ed America’s interests 
around the world for 240 
years, and the men and 
women of today’s Navy 
and Marine Corps team 
continue to carry on the 
legacy forged by the sac-

veterans who have stood 
the watch since our coun-
try’s founding.”

The SECNAV ex-
pressed excitement for the 
upcoming opportunity to 
celebrate our nation’s ser-
vice members.

“I look forward to 
visiting New York City 
to take part in this great 
city’s Veterans Day ob-
servances as we pause to 

and contributions our vet-
erans have made to this 
country,” added Mabus. 
“And to thank the count-
less communities, organ-
izations, and large and 
small businesses around 
the country that provide 
unwavering support to 
those serving and those 
who have served.”

Sailors will take part 
in activities throughout 
the city, including city 
tours, sporting events, 
Veterans Week remem-
brances, and marching in 
America’s Parade.

“I’m delighted that 
the USS New York is 
available to return to her 
namesake and take part 
in its celebration of the 
efforts, achievement,s and 

Veterans,” Thebaud said. 
“Their dedication and 
commitment to the Unit-
ed States touches every 
aspect of our proud na-

city.”

The amphibious transport dock ship USS New York (LPD 21) 
will be in New York City for this year’s America’s Parade and 
other Veterans Day activities (U.S. Navy photo)
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at press time. It is not a Line of 
March (order of Parade), made 
available on November 11 at 
americasparade.org/march. 

FLOATS
610 Tank Destroyer Battalion
America’s Parade
American Legion
CHASE
City University of New York
Coalition to Salute America’s 

Heroes
Columbia University
Dignity Memorial
Fairleigh Dickenson University
Gold Star Families
HBO
History Salutes Korean War 

Veterans
Men’s Wearhouse
NY Daily News
Pace University Student Veterans
Salute to the U.S.Navy
The Hungerford School
UBS Veterans
USO
Verizon salutes Blue Star Families
Veterans Advantage
Vietnam Veterans of America 

Chapter 126
World War II Veterans
Wounded Warrior Project 1
Wounded Warrior Project 2
Wounded Warrior Project 3

MILITARY UNITS
Civil Air Patrol New York City 

Group (U.S. Aux Air Force)
U.S. Air Force - Joint Base 

McGuire - Dix - Lakehurst.
U.S. Air Force - Manhattan Col-

lege AF ROTC
U.S. Air Force Academy Cadet 

Honor Guard
U.S.A.F ROTC Detachment 490
Civil Air Patrol New York City 

Group (U.S. Aux Air Force)
U.S. Army - 353rd Civil Affairs 

Command
U.S. Army - 77th Sustainment 

Brigade.
U.S. Army - Army National Guard 

Band of the Northeast
U.S. Army - Fordham University 

Army ROTC
U.S. Army - National Guard - 

369th Sustainment Brigade - “ 

U.S. Army - New York Guard- 
88th Brigade

U.S. Army - West Point Band
U.S. Coast Guard - Sector New 

York
U.S. Coast Guard Academy.
U.S. Marine Corps - 6th Com-

munications Battalion Force 
Headquarters Group.

U.S. Marine Corps - 8th Engineer 
Support Battalion

U.S. Merchant Marine - Massa-
chusetts Maritime Academy

U.S. Navy - Naval Weapon Station 
Earle

U.S. Navy - Navy Operational 
Support Center New York City

U.S. Navy - Navy Recruiting 
District New York

U.S. Navy - NROTC SUNY Mari-
time College

U.S. Navy - U.S. Fleet Forces Band
U.S. Navy - USS New York

U.S. VETERANS GROUPS
Alpha Gamma Xi Sorority, Inc.
American EX Prisoners of 

War-Brooklyn “Key “ Chapter
American Legion
American Legion - Glenwood 

Landing Post 336 
American Legion -Col. Charles 

Young Post 398
American Legion New York Police 

Post 460 (NYPD)
American Legion Post 135
American Legion Riders Brooklyn 

Post #1636
American Veterans For Equal 

Rights New York - (AVERNY)
Army Week Association
Campbell Family Veterans Group.
DESRON 1, NJ Tin Can Sailors
Fatigues to Fabulous
Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of 

America (IAVA)
Kappa Epsilon Psi Military So-

rority, Inc & Kappa Lambda Chi 
Military Fraternity, Inc.

Korean War Veterans - Central 
Long Island - Chapter #64

Korean War Veterans - Taejon 
Chapter 170

Legion of Elites
Louisiana Women Veterans
Manhattan Veterans Center
Marine Corps League - Brooklyn 

No. 1 Detachment
MCNY-Student Veterans Asso-

ciation
Michael J. Novosel MOH Chapter 

542 Vietnam Veterans of 
America

Military Order of the Purple 
Heart (MOPH) - N.Y.C. Chapter 
3, Colon Rivera Memorial.

Nam Knights M/C
National Association of Black 

Military Women
National Chapter Montford Point 

Marine Association Inc - N.Y.C.

Native American Women 
Warriors

Navajo Code Talkers Association.
Navy Club of U.S.A.Ship 166 - 

Lancaster County PA.
Navy League - New York Council.
New York Film Academy.
New York Marine Executive 

Association.
New York State Command - 

National Association for Black 
Veterans Inc

Northport American Legion #694
NYC District Council or Carpen-

ters US Armed Forces Veterans 
Alliance

NYC Leathernecks Motorcycle 
Club, INC.

Operation Firing For Effect.
Patriot Guard Riders
ProVetus
Purple Heart Foundation
Rakkasan Big Apple Chapter.
Rodeo Rich Presentations/Buffalo 

Soldiers
Rolling Thunder Inc Chapter 1, 

New York
Rolling Thunder NY 2
SFC Randall Shughart (MOH) 

Memorial Chapter LXIV Special 
Forces Association

Street Vendor Project
Street Vendor Project
Student Veterans of America- 

Farmingdale State College 
chapter

Team Red White and Blue
UFT Veterans commitee
United War Veterans Council
USS America Carrier Veterans 

Association
USS Intrepid Former Crewmem-

bers Association
Veterans For Peace - NYC Chapter 

34
Veterans On Guard Fencing Pro-

gram / The Fencers Club
Vietnam Veterans of America - 

Chapter 126 - Manhattan.
Vietnam Veterans of America - 

Chapter 542 - Medal of Honor.
Vietnam Veterans of America - 

Chapter 779 - New Jersey State.
Vietnam Veterans of America - 

Chapter 82 - Nassau County
Vietnam Veterans of America - 

Thomas P. Coughlin Memorial 
- Chapter 72

VOWS - Veterans On Wall Street 
c/o CAVU Securities, LLC

Women Veterans Association of 
Hudson Valley, Inc.

Huang Pu Veterans Association 
of Republic of China - East Coast 
, USA

Korean American Vietnam Veter-
ans Association of New York

Korean Marine Veterans Associa-
tion of U.S.A

French War Veterans

Berkeley College
City College Veterans Association
Columbia University School of 

General Studies
DeVry College of New York
Digital Film Academy
Fairleigh Dickinson University
Manhattan College
Metropolitan College of New York
Monroe College - Student Veter-

ans of America Chapter.
New York Film Academy
New York University - Students 

Veterans.
Pace University - Student Veterans 

Association
Student Veterans Association - St. 

John’s University
SUNY Empire State College
M.T.A. - New York City Transit.

U.S. VETERAN SERVICE 
PROVIDERS
American Bombshells Patriotic 

Services
American Red Cross in Greater 

New York
American Women Veterans
Be A Hero-Hire A Hero
Dignity Memorial
Easter Seals New York (Military 

and Veterans Services)
GallopNYC
H.E.R.O.4.V.
H.O.N.O.R.S.
Habitat For Humanity - N.Y.C.
HELP USA
Heroes United Inc
Homecoming Program/Raus-

chenbusch Metro Ministries
Hope For The Warriors
Jericho Project
Military Resilience Project
Ms. Veteran America
Navy-Marine Corps Relief 

Society
North Shore Long Island Jewish 

Military and Veterans Liaison 
Services

Operation Warrior Wellness
Phoenix House.
Project Cohort
Prosper Labs
Purple Hearts Reunited
Road Warrior Foundation
SAGE
Samaritan Village Inc
Services for the Underserved/

Veterans Division
Steven and Alexandra Cohen 

Veterans Center and Military 
Family Clinic

The Doe Fund.
The Headstrong Project
Trauma and Resiliency Resourc-

es, Inc.
UCLA Operation Mend
Union League Club of New York

PARTICIPATING 
GROUPS

2015 AMERICA’S PARADE | NOVEMBER 11 
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MAP & SCHEDULE
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NEW YORK CITY
USO of Metropolitan New York
Veterans Rebuilding Life
Warriors Expeditions - Warrior 

Hike.
Wounded Warrior Project

CITY, STATE, FEDERAL 
AGENCIES
Mayor of the City of New York
New York City Council

NYC Dept of Corrections
NYC Fire Dept
NYC Fire Riders
New York State Police
Civil Service Employee Asso-

ciation
NY Fraternal Order of Police 

Lodge 911
Port Authority of NY and NJ 

Police Dept
Bronx Vet Center
NYS Veterans Home at St. 

Albans
US Public Health Service Com-

missioned Corps

Dept of Veterans Affairs.
World Trade Center Health 

Program 

BUSINESS
American International Group 

(AIG), Inc
BNY Mellon
Comcast NBCUniversal
Consolidated Edison, Inc.
Federal Reserve Bank of New York
KPMG Veterans Network
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer 

Center Veterans
Mount Sinai Health System
Siemens
U-Haul International
UBS Veterans Network
Verizon
Veterans Advantage
Wells Fargo
Big Apple Circus 

JROTC OTHER CADETS
Bethel HS NJROTC
Curtis HS Navy JROTC
Fort Hamilton HS Army JROTC
Francis Lewis HS JROTC
Geo. Washington HS NJROTC
Graphics Campus Navy JROTC
Harlem Youth Marine Cadets Inc.
Morris HS Army JROTC
Navy Junior ROTC / William 

Floyd HS
Paterson Charter School for 

Science and Technology, JROTC 
Lion BN

The Knickerbocker Greys

Uniondale HS JROTC and Band
Valley Forge Military Academy 

and College
West Potomac HS JROTC
Wm. Allen HS, Navy Jr. ROTC

CIVIC/YOUTH GROUPS
America’s National Teenager 

Scholarship Organization
America’s Vets in Living History
American Nation Pageants
Bethlehem Soaring Eaglets Ad-

venturer Club
Bishop Kearney HS w. FDNY
Boy Scout Troop 780 East Islip NY
Cadets Lafayette
Community School District # 14
Crescent Shrine Motor Corps
Falun Dafa Association
Glory Girls & Petite America & 

Greater New York Council Boy 
Scouts of America - Troop 96

Ground Zero Volunteers Flag
Guardian Angel Girl Scouts
Keep the Spirit of ‘45 Alive
Knickerbocker Chapter National 

Society Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution

Knights of Columbus
Liberty Flotilla Sea Scouts BSA

Peekskill Pageants
Richard H.Hungerford School
Saints Brigade Drum & Bugle 

Corps
SS United States Conservancy
Times Square Church Military 

Ministry
Troop 390 Boy Scouts
World War I Doughboys/ Long Is-

land Living History Association

MARCHING BANDS
Ankeny Centennial H.S. March-

ing Band
Seneca East “Tiger Pride” Band.
Heritage Legion of Generals
Cullman Bearcat Band
Bald Eagle Area Middle-High 

School Marching Band
The Pride of Pendleton Marching 

Band
Twin Valley High School March-

ing Band.
Wagner College “Seahawk” 

Marching Band
Christ the King Regional High 

School Marching Band

10:00am–11:00am OPENING CEREMONY 
(Limited Space, Preference to Veterans)

11:15am* PARADE START

12:00pm–3:00pm TV BROADCAST

3:30pm* PARADE ENDS

9:00am–6:00pm STREET FAIR
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IAVA/Victory Mcycles
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COMBATING 
VET SUICIDE 
BY MAGAZINE STAFF

I
n an effort to make the 
VA more responsive 
to the mental health 
and suicide preven-
tion needs of veterans, 
Iraq and Afghanistan 
Veterans of America 

(IAVA) led an 18-month 
campaign that resulted 
in the Clay Hunt Suicide 
Prevention for American 
Veterans (SAV) Act being 
signed into law in Febru-
ary 2015. Once it is fully 
implemented by the VA, 
the Clay Hunt Act will:

• Require annual third-
party evaluations of 
VA’s mental health 
care and suicide 
prevention programs.

• Create a centralized 
website with resources 
and information for 
veterans about the range 
of mental health services 
available from the VA.

• Require collaboration 
on suicide prevention 
efforts between VA 

health organizations.

• Increase access to 
mental health care by, 
among other things, 
creating a peer support 
and community 
outreach pilot program 
to assist transitioning 
service members as 
well as a one-stop, 
interactive website of 
available resources.

• Better meet the demand 
for mental health care by 
starting a pilot program 
to repay the loan debt of 

students in psychiatry 
so it is easier to recruit 
them to work at the VA.
The legislation is named 

for Clay Hunt, a decorated 
Marine Corps infantryman 
who served in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. After leaving 
the service, he struggled 
with PTSD and survivor’s 
guilt, yet dedicated his 
time to serving others. He 
helped earthquake victims 
alongside other veterans in 
Haiti and Chile with Team 
Rubicon, and he became an 
outspoken, active advocate 
for veterans through his 
work with IAVA and Rid-
e2Recovery. Yet in his pri-
vate life, he struggled to re-
ceive proper care from the 
VA, having to wait weeks 
for appointments and 
months for evaluations. In 
March 2011, at the age of 
28, Clay took his own life.

-
ting tribute to this fallen 

Marine veteran. As Presi-
dent Obama stated at the 
signing of the bill: “The 
best way to honor this 
young man who should be 
here is to make sure that 
more veterans like him 
are here for all the years to 
come and able to make ex-
traordinary contributions, 
building on what they’ve 
already done for our safe-
ty and our security. Every 
single veteran in America 
has something extraordi-
nary to give to this country 
-- every single one.”

President Barack Obama signs the Clay Hunt Suicide Prevention for American Veterans Act, in the presence of Clay Hunt’s 
family members, Congressional leaders, and representatives of the veterans community. (Official White House Photo)
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AN INVESTMENT 
FOR TODAY AND  
TOMORROW
BlackRock is proud to support  
the 2015 America’s Parade.
We pause today to reflect on the bravery, commitment and  
dedication of the men and women in our military, past and present,  
and the sacrifices they and their families have made on the behalf  
of all Americans.

At BlackRock, we are also committed to making a difference in  
the lives of those we serve—the parents and grandparents,  
the pension funds and endowments who trust us with their savings.  
And we take our responsibility to them extremely seriously.

 
Trusted to manage more money than any other investment firm in the world.*

* Source: BlackRock. Based on $4.72 trillion in AUM as of 6/30/15. Prepared by BlackRock Investments, LLC, member FINRA. ©2015 BlackRock, Inc. All rights reserved. 
BLACKROCK and BUILD ON BLACKROCK are registered and unregistered trademarks of BlackRock, Inc. or its subsidiaries in the United States and elsewhere. All other 
trademarks are those of their respective owners. 5361a-OTH
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AN INVESTMENT 
FOR TODAY AND  

PROJECT REBIRTH: CREATING PURPOSE-DRIVEN VETERAN COMMUNITIES
BY AARON LEONARD

B
uilding on the 
legacy of our re-
silience in the face 
of the 9/11 attacks, 
Project Rebirth 
works with Active 
Duty and Veteran 

military communities to 
inspire hope, foster heal-
ing and build resilience in 
scalable programs built on 
research and participant 
input. 

Their Project Cohort ini-
tiative creates communities 
of Veterans that support 
each other’s efforts to build 

post-military lives. Many 
of these communities, or 
cohorts, are being built 

for universities with Vet-
eran populations, includ-
ing Pace and Georgetown 
Universities, Texas State 
and Felician College. These 
cohorts help Veterans 
best utilize career coun-
seling and mental health 
services with the support 
of classmates who have 
also served, providing the 
camaraderie and sense 

of common purpose that 
Veterans cite as the aspect 
of military life they most 
miss. Cohorts perform 
community service mis-
sions as a team with our 
partners at HEART9/11 
- projects that have a visi-
ble and positive impact on 
communities in need. Each 

with their cohort, working 
together building the lives 
and careers they deserve 
while helping others re-
build theirs.

Project Rebirth has also 
created cohort models for 
Veterans who aren’t part of 
a college community and 
programs focused on the 
challenges faced by Wom-
en Veterans. All Project 
Cohort programs share a 
commitment to creating 
purpose-driven commu-
nities of Veterans working 
together to seize opportu-
nities and build upon their 
considerable strengths.

LEARN MORE: www.projectrebirth.org
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PATHFINDER: HELP VETERANS 
CHOOSE A BETTER FUTURE
BY ELANA DUFFY

P born out of ne-
cessity. I left 
the Army with 
a Purple Heart 
and a sheet of 
paper with a list 

of government-selected 
Veteran resources. I head-
ed to New York, dropped 
my bag of leftover mil-
itary equipment in the 
back of a closet, and hand-
ed my records to the VA 
hospital. But now what? I 
had no path to follow. 

Nothing from the Ar-
my’s sheet proved to be a 

own. Through circum-
stances that included a 
hurricane and some in-
credible people I sought 
out my own list of tran-
sition resources. With 
thousands of potential 
resources and organiza-
tions to sift through, it 
still took me over a year to 

considered myself lucky. 
Worse off were those who 

with an organization or 

resource. I watched some 
deteriorate, some giving 
up altogether. 

I started getting calls 
about particular resourc-
es. I passed on my expe-
riences, using them to 
help friends make better 
choices and increase their 
chances of success. But the 
process was slow: I was 
only one person. What 
our community needed 
was a way to hear and 
share more. We needed to 
have a louder voice both 
with each other and with 
resources.

So I connected with 
Army veteran Michael 
Cessaro and we founded 

ratings and reviews for 
any resource, organiza-
tion, or government entity 
that provides a service to 
anyone in the greater Vet-

eran community. Like me, 
Michael and our small 
team of programmers 
and designers had expe-
rienced struggles during 
transition. The more we 
talked to fellow Veterans, 
the more we found we 

-
er’s system of experience 
sharing was the solution.

Upon launching www.
-

views started coming in. 
With in-depth ratings 
that could be completed 
in under a minute, we 
heard about everything 
from surly receptionists 
to great community ser-
vice projects.

And the reviews of 

more encouraging. “This 
is what I needed last year.” 
“This is what I wish I had 
when I got back from Vi-
etnam.”

 “There’s an org for 
that” is becoming the 
mantra of the Veteran in 
the 21st century. After 

over a decade of war and 
seemingly no end to the 
need for a large military 
force, tens of thousands 
have stepped up to create 
organizations and servic-
es for military members 
coming home. 

With approximately 
22 million Veterans span-
ning multiple generations 
and 250 thousand new 
Veterans transitioning 
each year, we need the 
help. But from mental 
health and service ani-

networks, the offerings 
can be as varied as the 
community they help to 
serve.

Help everyone make 
better choices. Head to 

-
ister, and leave reviews of 
your experiences. 

With your help, we can 
build a better future for 
all. 

LEARN MORE: www.pathfinder.vet

Elana Duffy Source: Hirepurpose
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The U.S. Marine Corps Silent Drill Platoon preforms during a sunset parade at the U.S. Marine 
Corps War Memorial in Arlington, Va., June 30, 2015. Defense Secretary Ash Carter was the 
guest of honor. U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Alex A. Quiles
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THE STRENGTH OF WOMEN IN SERVICE
The role of women in America’s Military over the years

BY KRISTEN ROUSE

W
hen our na-
tion calls, 
women step 
up to serve. 
This has 
been the 
history of 

women in the U.S. Armed 
-

an wounded in battle in 
1776 to the women serving 
on the front lines against 

ISIS today—even as they’ve 

the way for the same ben-

and opportunities their 
male counterparts have 
received.

Margaret Corbin, who 
fought bravely and nearly 
died from her wounds at 
Fort Washington in 1776, 
despite losing her hus-

band in battle and being 
badly disabled for life, 
was nevertheless award-
ed only half the pension 
amount received by male 
soldiers. The hundreds 
of women who disguised 

in the Mexican-American 
War and on both sides 
of the Civil War were 
discharged or institu-
tionalized if they were 
discovered, despite cita-
tions and recognition for 
valor. Dr. Mary Walker, 

-
an ever awarded a Medal 
of Honor in 1865 for her 
bravery as a frontline 
surgeon and prisoner of 
war, had it withdrawn by 
Congress in 1917, just two 
years before her death. 
Throughout the 20th and 
21st centuries, women 

have consistently stepped 
up to serve despite insti-
tutional limitations and 
restrictive social norms—
breaking through barri-
er after barrier to prove 
themselves as skilled and 
capable assets that make 
America’s military smart-
er, stronger, and better at 
defending our nation and 
its interests.

The military draft 
ended in 1973 with the 
broader recruitment and 
expansion of job oppor-
tunities for women, and 
women today make up 
approximately 15% of 
America’s all-volunteer 
active duty military. More 
women than ever identify 
as proud military veter-
ans: currently, more than 
two million American 
women have served in the 

U.S. Armed Forces. 
Yet another barrier 

that women have bro-
ken through is the Ar-
my’s premiere training 
school, opened to women 
this year. Thus far three 
women have graduated 
from the Army’s Rang-
er School—one of them 
a 37-year-old mother—
proving yet again that 
women can perform and 
succeed when given the 
opportunity. In Janu-
ary, the Department of 
Defense is positioned to 
open even more jobs and 
training opportunities to 
women, if not all of them 
altogether. There should 
be no doubt that women 
will continue to strive and 
succeed in every opportu-
nity they have to serve in 
our nation’s defense.

Female Marines serving in Afghanistan with a  
Female Engagement Team (Photo: U.S. Marine Corps)
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The Mildred and  
Frank Feinberg Division of  
the Unified Behavioral Health 
Center for Military Veterans 
and Their Families

Office of Military and  
Veterans Liaison Services
proudly recognizes the sacrifices of Long Island’s  
military community

Mark L. Claster
Chairman, Board of Trustees

Michael J. Dowling
President & Chief Executive Officer

and the
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STEPPING FORWARD 
Improving NYC Government for Veterans

T
his year, NYC 
g o v e r n m e n t 
passed a budget 
that included a 
Veterans Servic-
es Initiative that 
provides nearly 

$1 million to various com-
munity organizations to 
address critical needs of 
the City’s veterans, includ-
ing homeless prevention, 
job placement and transi-
tion services, legal servic-
es, mental health services, 
and community develop-
ment. This is more than 
double the amount allocat-
ed by the City Council for 
veterans services last year. 

“Far too many veterans 
struggle to rebuild their 
lives after bravely serving 
our country,” said Speak-
er Melissa Mark-Viverito. 

“New York City has a duty 
and an obligation to sup-
port our veterans in their 
time of need. The Veter-
ans Services Initiative will 
connect these courageous 
men and women to jobs, 
legal assistance, counsel-
ing and housing opportu-
nities so that veterans can 
navigate these challenges 
and transition successfully 
back to civilian life. Every 
day, New York City thanks 
the veterans who put their 
lives on the line for our 
country and our freedom.”

“The City Council is 
leading the way in sup-
porting our veterans,” 
said Council Member Eric 
Ulrich, Chair of the Com-
mittee on Veterans. “The 
funding we have allocated 
for legal services, compre-

hensive mental health and 
job training and placement 
is only a small token of ap-
preciation for those who 

our behalf. I want to thank 
the Speaker and all my col-
leagues for making veter-
ans and their families a pri-
ority in this year’s budget.”

In addition to this Vet-
erans Services Initiative, 
Mayor de Blasio’s Ad-
ministration agreed to the 
Council’s recommendation 
to allocate additional re-
sources to the Mayor’s Of-

providing Veterans Service 

-
istration has also commit-
ted to provide additional 
staff at the Department of 
Homeless Services dedi-

cated to serving homeless 
veterans.

In a survey of recent vet-
erans, nearly 70 percent 

as their biggest challenge;; 
statewide, approximately 
23,000 veterans are current-
ly unemployed, according 
to the federal Bureau of 
Labor Statistics.  In 2013, 
the Food Bank of NYC re-
ported that 70,000 veterans 
in New York City, nearly 
30% of the total veteran 
population, relied on soup 
kitchens and food pantries 
to avoid going hungry. 

More work needs to be 
done, especially as increas-
ing numbers of veterans 
are returning to NYC as 
the military draws down 

will take the continued 
efforts of community ad-
vocates, the NYC Council, 
City Hall, and the Public 
Advocate.
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For more information, visit
AIRFORCE.COM
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COLONEL BENJAMIN ALVIN DREW
Space Shuttle Astronaut

U.S. Air Force

For more information, visit
AIRFORCE.COM

©
20

12
 P

ai
d 

fo
r 

by
 th

e 
U

.S
. A

ir
 F

or
ce

. A
ll 

ri
gh

ts
 r

es
er

ve
d.

As a young man growing up in Washington, D.C., I was taught that 
if you dreamed big and worked hard, anything was possible. 
So that is what I did. After graduating from the Air Force Academy, 
I became a pilot in the Air Force and was later selected to become 
a space shuttle astronaut. On my fi rst mission to the Space Station, 
I was looking down at this incredible planet of ours and could see that 
it  was true. Anything really is possible.

COLONEL BENJAMIN ALVIN DREW
Space Shuttle Astronaut

U.S. Air Force
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THE UNITED WAR 
VETERANS COUNCIL
THANKS

FOR ITS SUPPORT OF 
AMERICA’S PARADE!

 RAVE™’s mission is to cultivate and 
promote a ‘national spirit of remem-
brance’ for all veterans for their ser-
vice and sacrifice through a variety of 
current and/or new resources avail-
able.  Our vision is to sustain a ‘legacy 
of remembrance’ from generation to 

generation of all-era veterans for their service and sacrifice—forever rec-
ognized, appreciated and honored.

To learn more, or to share your comments, remembrances and thank-
you’s, email Marleen “Molly” Levi at: info@RAVEUSA.org

 CAREERS for those who SERVED 
 
 
   BE A HERO – HIRE A HERO  
                 supports the  
     United War Veterans Council 
          and this years’ Parade. 
 
 
 
     www.beahero-hireahero.com 

IDNYC FOR VETERANS - A FIRST
In July 2015, NYC became 
the only city in the country 
to offer a municipal ID card 
with a veteran designation. 
NYC residents who have 
served on active duty and 
have a discharge status 
other than dishonorable 
may apply and receive 
the IDNYC with veteran 

designation, making them 
eligible for a number of 

IDNYC card holders as well 

learn more and make an 
appointment, call 311 or 
go to http://www1.nyc.
gov/site/idnyc/benefits/
veteran-designation.page

Image source: City of New York
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HISTORY	  WHERE	  IT	  HAPPENED.

EXHIBITION	  NOW	  OPEN

The exhibition is included with Museum admission.

Free admission for all U.S. military & veterans generously provided by:

 

For more information about the exhibition, including education and

public programs, visit intrepidmuseum.org/ontheline.

WEST 46TH STREET & 12TH AVENUE, NE W YORK CIT Y
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Purple Heart Service Foundation
Providing support to all Veterans and their families since 1957.

Go online to www.purpleheartfoundation.org

Honoring !eir Sacrices 
With Our Service
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A salute to our Veterans, past and present! 
Also a “Well Done”

to our Troops currently serving! 
God bless America

USS Intrepid Former Crew Members Assn. Inc.
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Throughout our history, veterans and members 
of our nation�’s armed forces have been great 
contributors to KPMG�’s high performance 
culture and our overall success.

KPMG and the leaders and members of 
our National Veterans Network are proud to 
sponsor America�’s Parade.

Visit our careers site at http://us-jobs.kpmg.com.
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!e SS United States Conservancy
SALUTES ALL VETERANS FOR YOUR SERVICE

Please visit SSUSC.org to "nd out
how you can help save our nation’s #agship.

Photo courtesy of Katherine Fairhead
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UNITED WAR VETERANS
COUNCIL INC.

W E  P R O U D L Y  S U P P O R T  T H E

create
opportunities

UnitedWarVeterans_C_6.45x8.20.indd   1 10/14/15   3:36 PM
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VETERANS SEEKING EMPLOYMENT
BY DAWN MCDANIEL

“You have brains in your head.
You have feet in your shoes.
You can steer yourself
Any direction you choose.
You’re on your own. And you
Know what you know.
And YOU are the one who’ll
Decide where to go.”  

                           - Dr. Seuss
I don’t review resumes 

as a general practice, how-
ever lately I have had nu-
merous veterans coming 
to me for transition and re-
sume advice.  In an attempt 
to support those transition-
ing veterans, here are my 
top 4 tips for preparing for 
the civilian workforce:

Acknowledge your 
skills – Veterans tend to 
be far too humble.  Wheth-
er focusing on the team 
instead of their own con-
tribution or downright ig-
noring the skills they have 
developed during their 
military career, veterans 
tend to understate their 
skills to employers.  So 
what to do?  Research the 
skills most companies are 

seeking in an employee, 

desire inherent military 
qualities such as account-
ability, discipline, integ-
rity, and teamwork.  You 
learned way more in the 
military than you think 
and MOS translators of-
ten overlook these highly 
sought after skills.

Learn the lingo – You 
already know that the mil-

and words that don’t make 
much sense to civilians. 
But the civilian world 

don’t make much sense to 
transitioning veterans too. 
Sometimes our transition 
programs make this clear, 
and other times this gap 
is overlooked.  Sure, you 
know to change common 
military words to common 
civilian words (think pla-
toon sergeant to front line 
supervisor), but there are 
many work related words 
in the civilian world that 
don’t make much sense to 
veterans (think logistics 

equating to project man-
agement).  Take the time 
to learn common business 
jargon.  Read business arti-
cles, search O-Net, and oth-
er resources to learn about 
various jobs and what 
words might communicate 
your skills better. 

Tailor your resume to 
the job – You had so many 
jobs in the military you ar-
en’t even sure how to an-
notate them all effectively.  
You were required to do 
just about anything your 
leadership could think of 
and then some, this has 

and adaptable (great quali-
ties for any employer).  The 
challenge is that when you 
try to communicate this 
to hiring managers, they 
think you lack focus and 
are unsure of what you 
want to do.  Instead, tai-
lor your resume and skills 

seeking.  This may mean 
you have several versions 
of your resume or that you 
spend time tweaking it for 

every job posting. It may 
seem like a waste, but you 

your efforts.  
*Bonus tip! Use the job 

description to craft your 
resume and cover letter.  
Don’t be afraid to research 
the words on the job post-

-
alent job or task from your 
military career.

Learn to network – Let’s 
face it, networking was not 
a skill that was developed 
in the military especially at 
the lower enlisted and ju-
nior leader ranks.  Having 
a rule book (SOPs and reg-
ulations) that outlined all 
the steps you would need 
to take in order to get pro-
moted and excel in your ca-
reer was pretty handy, but 
it didn’t foster networking 
skills.  Now that you are 
transitioning, networking 
will be crucial to your ci-
vilian success. No doubt 
you have heard the saying, 
“It’s not what you know, 
but who you know.”  The 
saying exists for a reason: 
relationships are the key to 
success. Invest some time 
in learning about network-
ing, attend local chamber 
of commerce or trade as-
sociation meetings, utilize 
local veteran’s communi-
ties and organizations, and 

LinkedIn.
It took you months to ac-

climate to the military cul-
ture, don’t expect that you 
will be civilian ready in a 
week or even two. Transi-
tioning into a new culture 
takes time, attention, and 
patience. Take the time to 
learn the rules to the game, 
acknowledge your tremen-
dous skills, and persevere 
until success is yours. All 
the best!
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NYC VETERANS ALLIANCE: COMING TOGETHER TO SERVE OUR VETERANS
BY KRISTEN ROUSE

L
ast year I met with 
a group of veter-
ans and service 
providers to talk 
about the state of 
the NYC veterans 
community as we 

saw it—a seeming multi-
tude of organizations and 
people doing great work 
to serve and empower vet-
erans in NYC, yet little co-
ordination between them 
or to help more veterans 

based organization that 
could more broadly articu-
late what the needs of our 
community actually are. 
We’ve also lacked a uni-

important local-level poli-
cies that could truly make 
a difference in the lives 
of NYC veterans, service 
members, and their fami-
lies. 

That’s why we started 
the NYC Veterans Al-
liance. I’m proud to be 
leading the effort to es-
tablish the Alliance as 
a member-driven orga-
nization that will better 
connect, inform, advocate 

for, and empower NYC’s 
more than 220,000 veter-
ans and service members. 
With the help of other vet-
eran leaders, and working 
with organizations like 
the United War Veterans 
Council, IAVA, Veteran 
Advocacy Project, Easter 
Seals, Military Resilience 
Project, and many oth-
ers—we’re already be-
coming a trusted source 
for NYC veterans news, 
information, policy rec-
ommendations, and our 
Community Calendar list-
ing of events across the 
NY Metro area for veter-
ans, service members, and 
their families. 

Earlier this year, we 
reached out to the NYC 
veterans community in an 
online survey of local vet-
erans policy initiatives, 
and we included the sur-
vey results in an in-depth 
report on NYC veterans 
policy that went to poli-
cymakers and members of 
our community. We pro-
duced the Forum on NYC 
Veterans Policy at the 
New York Public Library 

in front of the NYC Coun-
cil and engaged with the 

-
ans Affairs and the Public 

Advocate to speak up for 
better policies. And this is 
just the beginning.

We’re further devel-
oping our online com-
munications platform to 
connect NYC veterans 
with career-building op-
portunities and resources. 
We’re holding monthly 
events to energize and 
inform our community. 
We’re building online and 
in-person networks that 
will help veterans tap into 
resources and reach their 
personal goals. We’re get-
ting veterans involved 
in leadership and com-
mittees. We’re planning 
initiatives for veterans to 

-
eas and learn steps to get 
ready to run for political 

-
ture ahead—and together 
we’ll make NYC the best 
city in the country for vet-
erans.

All members of the 
NYC veterans communi-
ty—civilians and veterans 
alike—are invited to join 
our ranks.

SIGN UP AND LEARN MORE: www.nycveteransalliance.org 

Coming Together: Veteran’s Alliance Members
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Did you know ... 9 million Americans served
in the U.S. Armed Forces between 

November 1, 1955 and May 15, 1975?

Join the nation ... thank a Vietnam veteran!

www.vietnamwar50th.com



43NOVEMBER 11, 2015

WE WANT YOU

Name: ______________________________________________

  Male           Female         DOB: ________________________

Address: ____________________________________________

City:  _______________________ State:  ___  Zip:___________

Telephone: ___________________________________________

E-Mail: _____________________________________________

Chapter #126  ________________________________________

Sponsor: (optional) _____________________________________

Type of Membership:
 $20 (1 Year)  
 $50 (3 Years) 

* Life Member (before 12/31/15) 
 $100 (all ages) 

Life Member (after 12/31/15) 
 $200 (age 56-60)
 $175 (age 61-65)
 $150 (age 66-71)
 $100 (age 72+)

Payment Method:   Check      Money Order

Credit Card:     Visa       MasterCard       AMEX      Discover

Credit Card Number:

Signature:  __________________________  Exp. Date: ________

ELIGIBILITY. Membership is open to U.S armed forces veterans
who served on active duty (for other than training purposes) in the
Republic of Vietnam between February 28, 1961, and May 7, 1975,
or in any duty location between August 5, 1964, and May 7, 1975.

Return to:
Vietnam Veterans of America, VVA #126
One Center Street, 22nd floor, New York, NY 10007
Membership questions: Fred Gasior 516-769-6847

You must submit with membership application, payment, and a 
copy of your DD214.

SPECIAL DISCOUNT*  
LIFE TIME MEMBERSHIP $100   

Limited Time Only Until 12/31/2015

Support those who support our Nation’s injured 
service members, veterans and their families. 

Dozens of NYC restaurants have donated to the 
Bob Woodruff Foundation to take part in the 2nd annual

DINE OUT FOR HEROES
NOVEMBER 9-13

The Bob Woodruff Foundation creates long-lasting, positive 
outcomes for our nation’s wounded, ill and injured veterans, 
service members and their families, by finding, funding and 

shaping initiatives that enrich the lives of these heroes.

No purchase necessary. Participating restaurants are listed at 

BobWoodruffFoundation.org  #Dine4Heroes 

Dedicated to  
supporting veterans
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40.7128° 
-74.0059°

A short message to those  
who stand tall.
Thank you, America’s veterans. For your service and all that you have sacrificed to protect this 
country, this city, and the people who live here. The Coast Guard salutes current and past United 
States Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, and Coast Guard active duty and reserve members.
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Be part of the legacy.  Share the vision.

 www.legion.org

You served your country.

As a veteran, your life of service has just begun.
Help your community, your country and your fellow vets.

And have a good time making a di!erence with people who get you.

The American Legion
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This Veterans Day, we hold the courageous men and women who 
serve this country in our hearts and o!er our deepest gratitude. 

Thank you to those who have defended our "eedoms. 
And thank you to the families who have trusted us to serve them. 

A proud sponsor of the 2015 America’s Parade

1-800-DIGNITY    DignityMemorial.com     

land of the free,
home of the brave.

As members of the Dignity Memorial® 
network, the largest network of funeral 
homes, cemeteries and cremation facilities 
in North America, we are proud to 

provide veterans and their loved ones with 
compassionate, professional and personal 
service. Contact your local Dignity Memorial 
provider today for more information.
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KNOW A VETERAN?

BROOKLYN NAVY YARD: A TRADITION OF HIRING VETERANS

T
he Brooklyn 
Navy Yard holds 
a special place in 
NYC’s military 
history, as well 
as a long tradi-
tion of employ-

ing veterans. Within sight 
of where in 1776 British 
prison ships were once 
anchored—death traps for 
some 11,000 captive Amer-
ican soldiers who perished 
from inhumane condi-
tions—the Brooklyn Navy 
Yard began shipbuilding 

operations in 1801. During 
more than 165 years of con-
tinuous operation, it be-
came the nation’s leading 
naval industrial facility, 
producing historic ships 
such as the USS Monitor, 
USS Maine, USS Arizona, 
and USS Missouri. It was 
also the Navy’s largest in-
dustrial operation during 
World War II, working 
24/7 to ready more than 
250 warships for service, 
and repair more than 
5,000, in addition to mov-
ing some 22,000 tons of 
supplies daily throughout 
the war years. 

Going back to 1865, 
-

tuted a hiring preference 
for honorably discharged 
disabled veterans, the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard went 
further to mandate that 
if any current employees 
“were found wanting in 
the slightest degree,” they 
would be discharged and 
replaced by veterans. Vet-

-
cant portion of the work-
force at the Brooklyn Navy 
Yard over the nation’s 

-
tions, and at the time of its 
closing in 1966, the work-
force was comprised sig-

Since its revival in 1999, 
the Brooklyn Navy Yard no 

longer builds ships, but has 
become home to more than 
330 tenant businesses. The 
employment center at the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard seeks 

in jobs and training with 
tenants, continuing a long 
and proud history of em-
ploying veterans.  

LEARN MORE: http://brooklynnavyyard.org/employment/

Honoring our Veterans
_____

USS AMERICA 

ASSOCIATION INC
 

_____

www.ussamerica.org

USS Arizona at the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard
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“You’re our hero.”

( $#!' Wells)Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. 
Member FDIC. (!"#$$#!_!"%#&)

You’re important to your community. You’re also 
important to us. If you need financial services we’ll be 
ready to talk. We’re committed to helping you find the 
options that can help you succeed financially.

We salute the men and women of the  
U.S. Armed Forces.

wellsfargo.com
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Purple Heart Service Foundation
Providing support to all Veterans and their families since 1957.

Go online to www.purpleheartfoundation.org

Honoring !eir Sacrices With Our Service

THE SACRIFICES
THEY MADE...

THE HOMECOMING 
THEY DESERVE.

THE SUPPORT 
THEY NEED.

DONATE TODAY!

SERVING OUR  
MILITARY VETERANS  

FOR OVER A CENTURY

manhattan.edu/veterans

Choose a college that values 

your military experience. 

• Credit awarded for  

military training

• Academic mentoring  

from degree planning  

to completion

• Online worldwide and 

onsite at 35 New York  

state locations

Speak with our military  

advisor and receive a 

preliminary review of  

your transfer credits.

visit  esc.edu/military 
call 888-675-6483
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AUTHOR PROFILE: MICHAEL KLEPFER
M i c h a e l 
“Klep” Klep-
fer, a Marine 
Corps veter-
an, is the au-
thor of “Take 
Cover” a po-

etry collection.  He blogs at 
www.klepferscorner.blog-
spot.com and is currently 
writing a novel.

Why did you start writ-
ing?  My love for writing 
was fueled by my love 
for reading.  The more I 
read the more I wanted to 
write. It grew larger and 
more profound until I had 
no other choice but to start 
writing. 

How do you feel about 
the dialogue between 
veterans and civilians? I 
haven’t seen much feed-
back about being a veteran. 
This is probably for two 
reasons, the fact that I still 
have a very small audience 
at the moment and I also 
don’t advertise that I am 
veteran. I want people to 
get to know me for who I 
am: I am Michael Klepfer. I 
am a writer and I want my 

writing to speak for itself. I 
think a lot of veterans feel 
that way. I was 25 when 
I left the Marines. I don’t 

years of my life when I still 
have 60+ years to go. I still 
have a lot of experiences 
and growing to do. Some-
times that gets lost in trans-
lation with civilians.

Do you think your 
military background in-
fluences your work? We 
write what we know. Rob-
ert Lackie wrote “Helmet 
for my Pillow” which was 
his personal experience in 
World War II. He went on 
to be a writer. I can relate 
a lot with Mr. Lackie. The 
“voice” of past veterans is 
incomparable to veterans 
today because the battles 
and struggles in each era 
were vastly different, but 
our work is no less relat-
able. Eugene Sledge went 
on to get his doctorate and 
became a biologist and 
Lackie became an author. 
These men were much 
more than just veterans. 
We all are.  

WORDS OF WISDOM
“There’s a growing pres-
ence of veterans in the arts 

which is, I 
think, really 
healthy for 
our socie-
ty. We’re all 
citizens in a 
country that 

regularly uses military 
force, and yet the mili-
tary feels very foreign to 
many Americans, under-
stood only in an abstract 
way. So when writers like 
Matt Gallagher, Elliott 
Ackerman or Siobhan Fal-

lon open that world up to 
other readers, they’re not 
only providing tools for 
veterans to think about 
their service in other ways, 
but they’re offering an en-
try-point for civilians who 
want to engage on and in-
tellectual and emotional 
level with what we’re do-
ing overseas but aren’t al-
ways sure how.”

Phil Klay, U.S. Marine 
Corps Veteran, 2014 Na-
tional Book Award Winner 
for his short story colletion, 
Redeployment

The Steven and Alexandra Cohen 
Military Family Clinic 

offers free and confidential mental health 
care for veterans and their families.

 
855.698.4677

militaryfamilyclinic@nyumc.org
nyulangone.org/militaryfamilyclinic

The Steven and Alexandra Cohen
Military Family Clinic
proudly salutes our

Nation’s Heroes
 

You made the commitment
to serve our country.

We stand committed to
serving you.
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At BAE Systems our technologies protect 
soldiers on the battlefield. At home, we continue 
to support service men and women by employing 
some 4,000 veterans, and supporting numerous 
organizations that assist military, veterans and 
their families. We are inspired by our mission —  
We Protect Those Who Protect Us® — and are 
dedicated to giving back to those who serve.

PROTECTING THEM
ON THE BATTLEFIELD, 
SUPPORTING THEM  
AT HOME.

www.baesystems.com

CAPTURING VOICES OF OUR COMMUNITY 
StoryCorps is a nonprof-
it, oral history and public 
media organization whose 
mission is to provide peo-
ple of all backgrounds and 
beliefs with the opportu-
nity to record, preserve, 
and share their stories. 
StoryCorps’ Military Voic-
es Initiative is a commu-
nity engagement program 
dedicated to recording, 

preserving, and sharing 
the stories of veterans and 
their families. In doing so, 
StoryCorps honors veter-

-
riences, and helps bridge 
the military-civilian gap 
through listening.  Visit 
the StoryCorps website 
at storycorps.org/mili-
tary-voices to learn more.

SURVIVE.  RECOVER.  REBUILD.

H
  C

OA
LIT

ION TO SALUTE AMERICA'S HEROES  H

PROVIDING AID FOR SEVERELY DISABLED TR
OO

PS
®
WWW.SALUTEHEROES.ORG

Providing Emergency Financial Aid and Support Services Nationwide to America’s 
Troops Severely Disabled in the War on Terror for Over 10 Years

Coalition to Salute America’s Heroes  www.saluteheroes.org (888) 447-‐2588 @saluteheroes  CFC#12523

552  For t  Evans  Rd .  Su i te  300  Leesburg ,  VA  20 176  50 1 (c )3  Non-‐Pro f i t
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THE NY PUBLIC 
LIBRARY 
A RESOURCE FOR 
VETERANS

T
he New York 
Public Library 
has sponsored 
several re-
cent veterans 
i n i t i a t i v e s , 
i n c l u d i n g 

the NYC Veterans 
Oral History Project 
that was conducted 
in 2013, which can 
be accessed online 
at www.nypl.org/
audiovideo/veter-
ans.  Panels, career 
fairs, and other vet-
erans events have 
also been hosted at 
several library loca-

boroughs. Currently 
the Mid-Manhattan 
Library at 455 Fifth 
Avenue is a partner 
with Robin Hood’s 
Veterans Initiative as 
a Single Stop location 
to help veterans—re-
gardless of service era 
or discharge status—
and their families ac-

jobs, housing, men-
tal health, education, 
and other social ser-
vices on site. To learn 
more about the Single 
Stop services avail-
able at Mid-Man-
hattan Library, visit: 
singlestopusa.org/
program/veterans-
initiative or call 212-
340-0861. 

REMEMBERING DEPARTED HEROES
A community restores defaced WWI monument

B
rian Hartig, a U.S. 
Marine Corps vet-
eran of the first Gulf 
War, is co-founder 
of The Brownstone 
Detectives, a group 
that focuses on the 

social and physical histories 
of old homes. 

In May 2015, Brian attend-
ed the rededication of the war 
memorial “Victory & Peace,” 
located in Brooklyn’s Sarato-
ga Park.  He recalls:

On the original mon-
ument dedication: Af-
ter nearly three years of 
mourning, Stuyvesant East 
was ready to remember its 
dead in a very public way. 
On 11 September 1921, af-
ter neighbors in the east-
ern section of Stuyvesant 
Heights had spent two 
years collecting the $6,000 
necessary to defray the cost 
of a war memorial, the Vic-
tory and Peace statue was 

-
toga Square. With great 
pomp and circumstance, 
the 6-ton war memorial, 
sculpted by James Novelli, 
was unveiled at the Sarato-
ga Avenue entrance to the 
Saratoga Square in front of 

more than 3,000 witnesses.
 “We offered the best 

we had in this great cause 
and they never failed us,” 
Elmer G. Sammis, presi-
dent of the Draft Board 31, 
commented to the crowd 
gathered. “So long as the 
memory of our departed 
heroes survives,” Sammis 
continued, “we must be 
vigilant to preserve the 
heritage which they have 
left us.”

The decline of the mon-
ument: At some point, 
though, the memory of 
those departed heroes did 
begin to fade. The me-
morial wreaths were laid 

more infrequently, and 
taps sounded only every 
few years or so, as the rolls 
of the American Legion 
Posts fell in number and 
residents moved out of the 
neighborhoods, and the 
parents of the war dead 
passed on themselves. The 
bronze plates, containing 
the names of the men from 
the area who had lost their 
lives during WWI, were 
stolen from the Saratoga 
War Memorial in 1974.  

Then, 26 years later in 
2000, the statue of “Victory 

-
miliation when the bronze 

cut into pieces by thieves. 
All that remained was the 
Massachusetts pink gran-
ite base which showed the 
shadows of the former rolls 
and the statue of Victory 
and Peace.

Revival and rededi-
cation: In recent years, a 
number of local citizens 
started a petition to recre-
ate the stolen statue and 
plates and return them to 
their former glory with-
in the park. That petition 
eventually had its effect as 
the City of New York allo-
cated the money to fund 
this project. During the last 
week in May, the Parks 
Department set up a chain 
link fence in preparation 
for placing a reproduction 
of “Victory & Peace” – and 
the rolls listing the names 
of the war dead – back onto 
the original marble base. A 
few months later the me-
morial was returned to its 
base and the rededication 
ceremony was held, which 
included descendants of 
some of the men of Stuyve-
sant East who made the 

WWI.
Brian’s visit prompted 

The Brownstone Detec-
tives to begin working on a 
project with the Parks De-
partment to locate pictures, 
stories, and relatives of the 
men who gave their lives in 
the war.
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Since 1945, U-Haul has been serving the do-it-yourself moving household. Like many other successful 
ventures, the concept for U-Haul was generated out of need. After World War II, there existed 
a widespread need for do-it-yourself moving equipment on a one-way, nationwide basis. U-Haul  
co-founders L.S. “Sam” Shoen and his wife, Anna Mary Carty Shoen, recognized that need and acted 
upon it. Their visionary approach shared the cost of ownership among many users, facilitating the 
mobility of the population of the U.S. and Canada. The covered wagon of the pioneers morphed into 
orange U-Haul trailers. In the process, an industry was born. Today U-Haul proudly sponsors various 
veterans groups and military support organizations throughout the world. 

Thank you for serving!

 SALUTES OUR VETERANS AND TROOPS

IN ADDITION TO EXCITING CAREERS IN A FAST-PACED ENVIRONMENT, U-HAUL OFFERS EXCEPTIONAL BENEFITS:
Advancement Opportunities
Flexible Hours
Medical, Dental*, and Life Plans*
Paid Holidays and Vacation*

401(k) and Stock Ownership Plans
Credit Union
Education Assistance*

 * Full-time only

U-HAUL OFFERS COMPETITIVE PAY AND GREAT CAREER OPPORTUNITIES IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS:
Accounting & Finance
Administrative & Clerical
Advertising
Area Field Managers
Assistant General Managers
Automotive Technicians
Building & Ground Maintenance

Construction
Customer Service Representatives
General Labor
Graphic Design
Hitch & Towing Professionals
IT/Computers
Insurance

Legal Management
Marketing
Reservation Managers
Sales & Reservations (In-bound Call Center)
General Managers (Store Managers)
...and more!

JOIN THE 

Click on uhauljobs.com  button
For more information call (602) 263-6627.

U-Haul is an Equal Opportunity Employer and a Drug Free Work Environment.

U-Haul gives a high priority to veterans in our recruiting process.
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Air Force 
Army
Coast Guard
Marine Corps
Navy

We Thank You!!

Salutes All Veterans 
Who Served
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The Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) and its
agencies move millions to their destinations every day.
MTA agencies include:
! MTA Headquarters ! Long Island Rail Road

• Business Service Center ! Metro-North Railroad
! New York City Transit ! Bridges and Tunnels

• Staten Island Railway ! MTA Capital Construction
! MTA Bus Company
The MTA and its agencies are hiring skilled applicants for the following jobs:
! Electrical, Civil/Structural,  ! Electrical, Electronic,

Mechanical, Environmental Engineers Electromechanical, and
! Safety Experts Mechanical Professionals
! Architects ! Plus other managerial, 
! Procurement Specialists professional, and clerical
! Information Technology Specialists positions.
! Transportation Managers

The MTA encourages a diverse pool of qualified candidates,
including military service members, to apply for employment.

Learn more by visiting the MTA Employment Portal on our website:

MTA and its constituent agencies are Equal Opportunity Employers.

Use the MTA Employment Portal 
to reach your goals.

“C!"#$% N"&
C!'($% D%&%)*#(%+

Y",) D%+&#(-.”
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V'..%- F")/% M#.#&')-
A$'0%*- 1 C"..%/%

is a private international leadership institution, comprised 
of a middle school, preparatory high school, and college, 
located in Wayne, PA, 12 miles from Philadelphia. Students 
are immersed in a unique educational experience centered 
on academic excellence, personal motivation, and character 
that helps them reach their academic potential.

Small class sizes, specialized instruction, and dedicated faculty 
provide an enriching educational experience that imbues 
students with character traits and the skills to succeed.

Schedule a tour today at www.vfmac.edu
Follow us @VFMAC

610.989.1300  |  admissions@vfmac.edu

VALLEY FORGE MILITARY

ACADEMY & COLLEGE

Join us  for  our  next 
OPEN HOUSE 11/14/15!
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SECOND SERVICE: CONTINUING TO VOLUNTEER
BY KRISTEN ROUSE

O
ver the last few 
years, veterans 
returning from 
Iraq and Afghan-
istan have cre-
ated and taken 
part in organiza-

tions dedicated not only 
to helping returning vet-
erans to reintegrate back 
into their home commu-
nities—but also to giving 
back to communities in 
volunteer service. These 
organizations help to give 
veterans of all eras a re-
newed sense of purpose, 
as well as opportunities 
to interact with civilians 
in meaningful ways that 
create a sense of belonging 
and community.

Since 2007, The Mis-

sion Continues has 
placed recently returned 
veterans in fellowships 
training them to serve 
and lead in nonprofits, as 
well as developing veter-
an service platoons that 
are now active in cities 
and communities across 
the U.S. Veterans of all 
eras and military reserv-
ists are encouraged to join 
service platoons—“re-
porting for duty in your 
community”—by signing 
up at www.themission-
continues.org. 

Team Rubicon got its 
start when Marine Corps 
veterans helped with dis-
aster relief following the 
2010 earthquake in Hai-
ti. Since then, the group 
has enlisted veterans and 

qualified civilians as vol-
unteers in disaster relief 
operations and service 
projects across the U.S., 
in addition to an increas-
ing number of overseas 
disaster relief missions 
overseas. Veterans of all 
eras and qualified civil-
ians are encouraged to 
sign up, complete online 
training, and volunteer 
with regional teams at 
w w w.tea m r ubiconusa.
org. 

Over the last five 
years, Team Red, White, 
and Blue has spread its 
eagle logo t-shirts across 
the U.S. in its mission to 
enrich the lives of Amer-
ica’s veterans. Team RWB 
brings veterans of all eras 
together with supportive 

civilians in athletic and 
social activities, includ-
ing an increasing num-
ber of community service 
projects. Veterans and ci-
vilians alike are encour-
aged to join the team at 
www.teamrwb.org. 

This year, the online 
veteran news & culture 
website Task & Purpose 
asked veterans to pledge 
an oath of Second Ser-
vice, pledging to volun-
teer in their communi-
ties. So far, veterans have 
pledged to volunteer 
more than 30,000 hours 
across the U.S. 

Take the oath here: 
h t t p : //t a s k a n d p u r -
p o s e .c om/a c t io n/s e c-
ond-oath/

Members of Team Rubicon, Team Red White and Blue and the Mission Continues at the 2015 Run as One
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Cushman & Wakefi eld
is proud to support the 
United War Veterans Council 
and the 2015 America’s Parade.

As a founding member of 
Veteran Jobs Mission we are 
committed to our troops, 
veterans and their families.

cushmanwakefi eld.com
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siemens.com

The purpose of life is not to be happy.  
It is to be useful,to be honorable,  
to be compassionate, to have it make 
some difference that you have lived 
and lived well.”

To those who have put others’ needs above their own, 
Siemens and its nearly 52,000 employees in the United 
States thank you. Your work inspires us each day to do 
the same.

©Siemens Corporation, 2015. All Rights Reserved.

“

–Ralph Waldo Emerson

Columbia University proudly salutes 
United States military veterans.   
We are especially proud of our student 
veterans, the U.S. Military Veterans of 
Columbia University, and the thousands 
of alumni who have served our nation.

Look out for our parade 

float, and salute Columbia 

veterans on board! 

Come shine with us! 

gs.columbia.edu/parade
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INCLUSION
FUELS COMMUNITIES AND BUSINESSES 

WITH DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES 
AND INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS.

That’s why we’re proud to partner with forward 
thinking organizations that invite, inspire, and propel 

a multitude of perspectives.
COMCAST.COM/DIVERSITY



61NOVEMBER 11, 2015

The  Soccer  Tavern  

Proudly  supports  

Our  Veterans  and  

America’s  Parade  

on  Veteran’s  Day

Soccer  Tavern

6004  8th  Avenue

  Brooklyn,  NY  11220

Business in Brooklyn
Just Got Better

iBrooklyn.com

We’re here for you 
because you were 
there for us.
Metropolitan College of New York proudly 
salutes our nation’s heroes. Recognized as 
one of the top “military-friendly” colleges 
five years running, we help make the transition 
to college successful for veterans.

What’s Your Purpose? Find it at MCNY.
WhatsYourPurpose.NYC   I   877-366-4445

Operation Tuition Freedom

52 Broadway

New York, New York 10004

November 11, 2015  

Chair Person
John Garvey

Executive Board
Armando Mandes  
Don Nobles 

Rich Baron

Bob Salerni

Steve Marlow

Fred Copp

Steve Landers

  
UFT Committee Liaison
George Altomare

UFT Committee Coordinator
Gary Mehra

UFT President
Michael Mulgrew

`UFT Professional Committees

50 Broadway, 10th Fl., New York, NY 10004 p: 212.598.7772

http://www.uft.org//committees/

 

Anne Goldman, Janella Hinds, Richard Mantell, Sterling Roberson 

America’s veterans 
embody the ideals 
upon which America 
was founded more 
than 229 years ago.
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PRESERVING THE ENVIRONMENT WHILE 
SUPPORTING OUR VETERANS
UWVC Recycling reduces waste, funds veterans causes

T
he United War 
Veterans Coun-
cil (UWVC) 
Recycling Pro-
gram, the larg-
est reusables 
program of its 

kind in the metropolitan 
area, announced this fall 
that it has collected more 
than 23 million pounds 
(over 115,000 tons) of cloth-
ing and household goods 
since launching in 2008, a 
tremendous milestone for 
the program.

The success achieved 
by UWVC Recycling is 
not only good for the en-
vironment and veterans, 
but metro area residents 
as well. In New York City 
for example, the program 
has exhibited multiple 

• It helps the environment 
by keeping useable 

• It saves taxpayers 
nearly $150,000 per 
year in disposal costs;;

• It helps veterans by 
providing revenue for 
UWVC programs;;

• It allows people to take 
a tax deduction for 
donations of clothing 
and household goods.

Last year UWVC Recy-
cling collected 1,488 tons 
(more than 2.9 million 
lbs.) of donated clothing 
and household goods, a 
30 percent increase over 
2013.  Trash disposal 
costs New York City ap-
proximately $100 per ton, 
with the program saving 
taxpayers an estimated 
$148,800 by removing that 
burden from the City’s 
waste collection system. 
With greater cooperation 
from New York City, the 
existing operational infra-

structure of the program 
is capable of more than 
doubling both collections 
and taxpayers’ savings.

UWVC Recycling lead-
ers credit its success to 
the implementation of a 
true ‘closed-loop’ system, 
where items are collected 
and recycled by re-using 
them in their original 
forms. This closed-loop 

environment, as it does 
not contaminate the recy-
cling stream and it is less 
expensive for municipali-
ties and taxpayers. 

“Our program is a 
win-win recycling option 
for veterans, the City, tax-
payers and the environ-
ment,” said UWVC Pres-
ident Vincent McGowan. 
“With our program, we 
are able to fund initiatives 
for veterans while saving 

taxpayers money and I be-
lieve it can also be a major 
force in helping achieve 
the Zero Waste goals of 
OneNYC.”

 “Our program offers 
concierge, door-to-door 
pick up service triggered 
simply by scheduling via 
a phone call or visit to our 
website. This sustainable 
social model is an ideal 

veterans, tax payers, mu-
nicipalities and the en-
vironment,” said Debra 
Menich who has led the 
UWVC Recycling Pro-
gram since it began in 
2008.

The UWVC Recycling 
program does not use 
collection bins. It pro-
vides a premium service 
by allowing residents or 
building managers to log 
on to uwvcpickup.org or 
call 888-821-UWVC (8982) 
to arrange a convenient 
pickup for clothing, tex-
tiles and household items.

UWVC Recycling 
picks up gently used 
clothing and household 
goods from homes and 
apartment buildings, pro-
viding metro-area resi-
dents with a convenient, 
effective way to give to 
our veterans.  Proceeds 

-
sion to positively impact 
and serve the veterans 
community. With over 
40,000 new veterans pro-
jected to join the 225,000-
plus veterans already in 
the area, UWVC Recy-
cling will play an impor-
tant role in ensuring that 
these men and women 
receive the support and 
assistance they deserve.

LEARN MORE: www.uwvcrecycling.org

Veteran_Jobs_Mission_7.25x9.125_4c.indd   1
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© 2015 JPMorgan Chase and Co. Some photos courtesy of the Department of Defense.

THANK YOU TO OUR MILITARY, 
VETERANS AND THEIR FAMILIES. 

Chase is proud to be a founding member of the Veteran Jobs Mission.
Together with more than 200 other companies, we are

committed to collectively hiring a million veterans.

Learn more at jobsmission.com.

Veteran_Jobs_Mission_7.25x9.125_4c.indd   1 10/22/2015   9:16:43 AM
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CLEAR YOUR CLUTTER... 
...AND HELP OUR VETERANS!

1. Visit uwvcrecycling.org 

2. 

3. 

4. 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

The United War Veterans Council (UWVC) is an accredited 
501(c)19 non-profit organization that mobilizes our 
communities to honor, support and serve America’s veterans.  
Learn more about our programs at www.uwvc.org  

IT’S EASY! WE’LL PICK IT UP!

UNITED WAR
VETERANS
RECYCLING

HONORING SERVICE

Spread the word!  Tell your friends how easy it is to help our vets!

Donate your clothing, textiles, household goods and electronics to help 
our local veterans, benefit the environment, and improve our community!

We WILL take just about anything!

...AND MORE!  See uwvcrecycling.org for a full list!

Learn more, or schedule a pickup: 

uwvcrecycling.org 
888.821.UWVC 


